
 Brief Study of 1 Timothy 2013 

WEEK1 Timothy – Intro, Ch1,2,3 
 

1. Introduction 
i. Purpose 

Written by Paul to give Timothy encouragement in spreading the gospel 
ii. Setting 

Paul wrote this letter in AD64 from Rome or Macedonia, probably just prior 
to his final imprisonment. 

iii. Who was Timothy 
He was a young minister who became Paul’s protégé and pastor of the 
church at Ephesus. He faced all sorts of pressure and challenges (many of 
these were discussed in our study of Ephesians last year). Timothy’s life 
was heavily shaped by his mother, Eunice and Grandmother, Lois, who 
were both Jewish believers.  
 

2. Chapter 1 – Instructions on right belief 
 
V1-12 Warnings against false teachings 
The Church at Ephesus may have been ridden by the same problems at 
Colosse (Col 2:8, 18). Whatever it was that was contained within these 
false teachings was clearly not motivated by a love of Christ. 
 
These first 12 verses can easily be applied today – the church being 
engaged in endless and irrelevant controversies – disputes that crowd out 
the message of Christ.  
 
How can we make sure we stay away from pointless ‘religious’ 
speculation whilst at the same time engaging with people’s everyday 
lives and concerns? Do you believe that much of the criticism 
levelled at the church for being out of touch is the work of Satan 
trying to sidetrack the world from the message of Christ? 
 
How can we recognise false teaching? 

 It promotes controversy instead of helping people come to Jesus 
 It may be initiated by those seeking to make a name for themselves 
 It’s contrary to the teaching of scripture 

To protect ourselves from this, we need to understand what the Bible teaches and 
remain steadfast in our faith in Christ alone. 

V7-11 The law was not designed as a list of commands for believers but to show 
unbelievers their sin and bring them to God. 
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V10 mentions homosexuality – a very topical issue that any of us could easily find 
ourselves in a discussion about. What is absolutely clear is that we may condemn 
certain acts that are sinful but we must not condemn the sinner. The church should 
be a haven of forgiveness for those who repent of their sins and accept Jesus as 
Lord and Saviour of their lives. 

V12-17 Pauls Gratitude for God’s Mercy 

People can feel guilty about their past and question why would God love them – 
think about Paul’s early life and the things he did and then consider how God used 
him in his later life. No matter what someone has done – God can still use them. 

V15 Jesus didn’t just come to the world to show us how to live a better life - he came 
to offer us salvation that leads to eternal life. 

V19 How can you keep your conscience clear? 

V20 Hymaeneus and Alexander – We don’t know who Alexander was but Hymaneus 
was teaching that the resurrection had already occurred (we’ll look at this in 2 
Timothy) – Paul’s response was to banish him from the church. Paul wanted 
Hymaenus to see his error and repent. How does the church deal with discipline 
today – is it too strict or too lax. What is the purpose of discipline? 

3. Chapter 2 – Instructions for the Church 

V1-4 God is all powerful and all knowing, yet he has chosen to allow us to help him 
change the world through our prayers – this to many is a mystery but it is a reality. 
Our earnest prayers will have powerful results (James 5:16) 

V2 Considering Nero’s status as an Emperor, and the evil he was involved in, Paul’s 
plea for prayers for the ‘Kings’ is remarkable. 

Also, given what is happening currently with the change to marriage laws being 
progressed through parliament – it is important for us to pray for those in authority. 

V4 Does God want everyone to be saved (2 Peter 3:9)? Will everyone be 
saved? (Matt 25: 31-46, Heb 10: 26-29) 

We should never assume that anyone is outside of God’s mercy or beyond the reach 
of his salvation. 

V5, 6 Jesus who is both man and God is the only one who can bring us into 
relationship with God 

V7 Paul has been chosen….see 1 Cor 15:7-11 

V8 We must pray free from anger and controversy…..this can be difficult to apply as 
it is often those issues that can make us angry that lead us to prayer. 
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V9-15 These verses need to be set against the context of the times. Women, in 
Jewish culture at the time, were not allowed to study and the Ephesian church had a 
particular problem with false teachers. Paul is instructing Timothy not to put anyone 
in a position of leadership who was not mature in their faith – this still applies as 
much today as it did then. 

V12 In reading this verse, it’s worth noting that Paul frequently mentioned other 
women who held position of responsibility – Phoebe (Rom 16:1), Euodia and 
Syntnche (Phil 4:2) 

4. Chapter 3 – Leaders ion the Church 

1-13 To be a church elder (or pastor etc.) is a heavy responsibility and comes with 
high expectations – the list of guidelines is what we should all seek to achieve, not 
just those with an eye on leading a church.  

V4, 5 Being active and having responsibilities within the church does not detract from 
your family responsibilities 

V11 Paul expected prominent women within the church to behave in a similar 
upstanding manner as the men. 

V16 

 Jesus was a man 
 Jesus’ resurrection showed that the Holy Spirit’s power was in him (Rom 8:11) 
 Jesus is divine 

We can’t please God on our own. We must depend on Jesus – He lived a perfect life 
and is a perfect example to us of how to live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


