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The Major Prophets of the Old Testament 
 
The purpose of this course is: 

a) To enable the student to gain an overview of the so-called “Major Prophets” of the Old Testament. 
b) To learn something of the world in which they preached their original message, and to see how the Holy 

Spirit enabled them to penetrate that world with the Word of God.   
c) To learn how they also looked far into the future proclaiming the Word of God to future generations, 

including our own.  
 
Please Note 

If you have not already done so, it would be very helpful if before following these notes, you first read my notes 
under the heading of “Introduction o the Prophets of the Old Testament”. 
 

The Prophets of the 8th Century BC 
 
The eighth century BC (800 – 701 BC) saw a sudden development of prophetic ministry, both in Israel and 
Judah. 
 
Israel   with its capital in the city of Samaria, had already experienced a long period of political stability.  

Jehu (841 – 814 BC) had overthrown Joram, the son of Ahab, and destroyed the entire family line 
of Omri.  He was succeeded on the throne by his son, his grandson and then his great grandson 
Jeroboam II.  Jeroboam’s reign was one of peace, stability and material prosperity.  The borders of 
Israel were extended further and wider than at any time since the reign of Solomon.  Jehu had 
destroyed all the prophets of Baal, though he had continued to worship at the idolatrous shrine in 
Bethel, where Jeroboam I had installed the image of a golden calf.  Jehu’s son, however had 
reintroduced paganism and in Jeroboam’s day it was flourishing.  The nation was confident in its 
position as God’s chosen race but placed its political confidence in alliances with either Syria, 
Egypt or Assyria.  It was a time of decadence and sexual immorality, very often linked with the 
pagan religions that were widespread.  The rich oppressed the poor and further enriched 
themselves at the expense of those who already had little or nothing.   

 
  Jeroboam II was followed briefly by his son, Zechariah who was murdered by Shallum, who in 

turn was assassinated by Menahem.  Menahem was succeeded by his son Pekahiah who was also 
assassinated.  Pekah, one of the plotters against Pekahiah, ruled for ten years before being 
assassinated by Hoshea.  Hoshea was the last king of Israel.  During his time the country was 
overrun by Assyria, Samaria was destroyed and all but the poorest peasants were exiled, being 
scattered to various parts of the Assyrian empire. 

 
Judah  whose capital city was Jerusalem, during this period enjoyed the long and peaceful reigns of 

Uzziah, of his son Jotham, his grandson Ahaz and his great-grandson Hezekiah.  All of these 
kings apart from Ahaz were godly men, who worshipped the LORD.  None of them however, 
acted powerfully against the paganism which was, by this time, widespread throughout the land.  
They encouraged people to turn to the LORD, encouraged Temple worship, but allowed pagan 
worship to continue on the high places dotted throughout the land.  Ahaz, however, positively 
encouraged paganism, practised divination and even sacrificed his own son to Baal. 

 
Assyria, having destroyed the Northern Kingdom of Israel was about to turn its attention to Judah, when internal 
problems within the empire reprieved Jerusalem.  In 701 BC, however, Assyria once again attacked Judah, 
overthrowing all the fortified towns and cities and laying siege to Jerusalem.  Only divine intervention, in 
response to Hezekiah’s prayers saved the day. 
 
Five well-known prophets flourished during this period.  Hosea proclaimed the Word of the LORD in his native 
Israel.  Amos was sent by God from Judah to Israel, to the idolatrous shrine at Bethel.  Isaiah and Micah 
preached in their native Judah.  Jonah was sent on his well-known mission to Nineveh.   
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JUDAH 
JOASH  835 – 796 BC 
  II Kings 11 - 12 
  He was declared rightful king after his 

grandmother Athaliah had seized the 
throne and murdered all his brothers. 

  Sweeping reforms of religious life in 
Judah, restoration of Temple. 

 
 
 
AMAZIAH  796 – 767 BC 
  II Kings 14 
  Worshipped the LORD but allowed 

pagan high places to remain. 
 
 
 
 
UZZIAH  767 – 740 BC 
  II Kings 15: 1 
  Continued his father’s religious policy. 
  Struck with leprosy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOTHAM  740 – 732 BC 
  II Kings 15: 32 
  Worshipped the Lord and built North 

Gate of Temple. Pagan high places 
remained. 

 
 
 
AHAZ  732 – 715 BC 
  II Kings 16 
  Practised divination and sacrificed his 

own son. 
 
 
 
HEZEKIAH  715 – 686 BC 
  II Kings 18 – 20 
  A man of God 
  Constant threat from Assyria 

ISRAEL 
JEHU  841 – 814 BC 
  II Kings 9 – 10 
  Killed Jezebel and all male 

descendants of Ahab & Omri 
 
 
JEHOAHAZ 814 – 798 BC 
  II Kings 13: 1 
  Pagan worship restored. 
 
JEHOASH 798 – 782 BC 
  II Kings 13: 9  
  Paganism continued 
 
 
JEROBOAM II 782 – 753 BC 
  II Kings 14: 23 
  Strengthened Israel politically, but 

encouraged pagan worship. 
 
 
ZECHARIAH 753 BC 
  II Kings 15: 8 
  Reigned for only 6 months 
  Assassinated by Shallum 
 
SHALLUM  753 BC 
  II Kings 15: 13 
  Reigned for only 1 month 
  Assassinated by Menahem 
 
MENAHEM  753 – 742 BC 
  II Kings 15: 17 
  Encouraged pagan worship, Israel 

invaded by Assyria. 
 
PEKAHIAH  742 – 741 
  II Kings 15: 23 
  Assassinated by army officers 
 
PEKAH  741 – 731 BC 
  II Kings 15: 27 
  Assassinated by Hoshea 
 
HOSHEA  731 – 722 BC 
  II Kings 17 
  Final destruction of Samaria 
 

END  OF  NORTHERN  KINGDOM 
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The Prophet Isaiah 
 
Introduction to the Book of Isaiah 

Like the Bible, the book of Isaiah falls into two parts: 
 
1. Chapters 1 – 39 

a) Just as there are 39 books in the Old Testament, so there are 39 chapters in the first part of the book of 
Isaiah.  These chapters tell us a great deal about the life and times of the prophet himself, and of events 
that took place during his lifetime – the second half of the eighth century BC. 

 
b) They relate events which took place during the reigns of Uzziah (767 – 740 BC), Jotham (740 – 732 BC), 

Ahaz (732 – 715 BC) and Hezekiah (715 – 698 BC). 
 
c) Isaiah chapters 36 – 39 tell the same story as is related in II Kings 18 – 20.  Isaiah 37 and II Kings 19 are 

identical word for word. 
 
d) The message of Isaiah 1 - 39 is primarily one of judgement.  Judah has sinned, her neighbours have 

sinned, the whole world has sinned.  The judgement of God is certain and imminent. 
 
e) There is also, however, a message of hope.  God is about to use the mighty empires of Assyria and 

Babylon to judge and purify Israel and Judah.  But it is God who is Sovereign over these great nations, 
and He will only allow them to do that which is in His ultimate will for His people. 

 
f) The majority of references to the coming Messiah are found in the second part of the book of Isaiah, but 

there are also references to the Messiah and the promise of His coming in the first 39 chapters 
 
2. Chapters 40 – 66 

a) Just as the New Testament contains 27 books, so the second part of Isaiah contains 27 chapters.  These 
chapters are a word of hope to a people in Exile. 

 
b) Chapters 40 – 55 are mainly addressed to the people of Judah in exile.  Most of the content of chapters 56 

– 66 is addressed to the nation of Judah re-established in Jerusalem after the exile.  The mention of Cyrus 
in chapter 45 creates a serious problem for many liberal commentators on Isaiah.  Cyrus lived 200 years 
after the death of Isaiah.  Many believe that this chapter in particular, but the whole of the second part of 
the book as well, must have been written by another prophet, or perhaps even by a number of different 
prophets, who lived at a later period than Isaiah of Jerusalem.  There are good reasons for rejecting this 
hypothesis, and accepting the traditional view that the whole of the book is the work of Isaiah of 
Jerusalem. 

 
 i. There is no manuscript evidence for a division of the book of Isaiah into two separate volumes.  

Every single manuscript (including those of the Dead Sea Scrolls) publish the book as a single 
entity, with no break in the text between chapters 39 and 40. 

 
 ii. The most beautiful chapters of the Old Testament are found in Isaiah 40 – 66.  If these were 

written by someone other than Isaiah of Jerusalem, it seems strange that he has remained 
anonymous.  It is even more strange that the name of the lesser prophet has given his name to the 
whole book.  

 
 iii. The most serious problem for critical commentators is their inability to accept the possibility of 

God foretelling in details events which are to take place some 200 years after the death of the 
prophet.  The reference to Cyrus by name, is the only illustration in the whole of Scripture of so 
detailed a prediction of a future event.  But those who know God, know that He is perfectly 
capable of revealing His plans for the future of this world. 

  
  We can therefore, I believe, accept that all 66 chapters of the book which bears the name of Isaiah, 

are prophetic words pronounced by a man of God who lived in the second half of the 8th Century 
BC. 

 



4 
 

Introduction to Isaiah the Man 

  
a) According to Jewish tradition Isaiah was of royal birth.  We know that he was the son of Amoz (Isaiah 1: 

1), and tradition says that this Amoz was the brother of King Amaziah, son of Joash (II Kings 12: 19 – 
21).  This is only tradition.  There is no biblical evidence.   

 
b) Isaiah was a contemporary of Micah, his fellow-countryman and of Hosea who lived in the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel and also of Jonah who was sent from Israel to the city of Nineveh, capital of Assyria. 
 
c) He began his ministry in 740 BC, the year that King Uzziah died (Isaiah 6: 1), and continued to exercise 

that ministry during the reigns of Jotham (740 – 732 BC), Ahaz (732 – 715 BC) and Hezekiah (715 – 698 
BC). 

 
d) Jewish tradition says that the prophet was martyred during the reign of Manasseh (698 – 642), a godless 

and evil king.  There are those who believe that the reference in Hebrews 11: 37 “they were sawn in two” 
applies to Isaiah, though there is nothing in the Bible to confirm this. 

 
 

Commentary 
 
The Book of Isaiah is extremely long.  We can do no more in this study than give a brief overview of his 
message. 
 
Isaiah 1 : 1 - 20  Judgement and Forgiveness 

In the midst of a message of judgement on the nations, God offers the possibility of forgiveness (v. 18).  
Although this passage forms the first chapter of the book, it almost certainly belongs to a later period when the 
Assyrians were a major threat to Judah, following the collapse of Samaria and the end of the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel. 
 
Isaiah 2 :1 - 5  The Mountain of the Lord 

A promise for the future for a purified people.  All the nations of the world will be drawn to Mount Zion, on 
which Jerusalem was built.  This promise was and will be fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
Isaiah 6 : 1 - 13  The Prophet’s Calling 

Isaiah sees a vision of the interior of the Temple with the Ark of the Covenant and the Cherubim.  It is possible, 
though by no means certain, that the prophet was also the High Priest, who was the only person to have access 
to the Holy of Holies.  He sees the holiness of God and his own sin and that of the people around him.  He offers 
himself to the service of God, but the task given to him is not easy.  He must preach the Word of God to a 
people who refuse to hear it.  He must continue to preach that Word until the judgement of God falls on the 
nation.  God will judge the nation.  Jerusalem will be completely destroyed and the whole nation exiled.  
However, like a tree that has been chopped down, the stump will remain and a shoot will grow again from out of 
the trunk (v. 12) 
 
Isaiah 7 : 1 – 14  Isaiah and Ahaz 

The King of Judah has no need to fear his enemies – Syria and Samaria (v. 1). God is with His people (this is the 
meaning of the name Emmanuel) and he who trusts in the LORD will see victory. 
 
Verse 14 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Emmanuel.”  (NKJV 

& NIV) 
  “Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel.”  

(RSV, GNB & NEB) 
  This verse is quoted in Matt. 1: 23 and is applied to Jesus.   
 
The Hebrew word translated virgin or young woman = ‘alma = a young unmarried woman, who in accordance 
with Biblical law ought to be a virgin. 
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Isaiah 8 : 1 – 4   The Prophet’s Sons 

See Hosea 1: 3 – 11 for the way in which God spoke through the names given to another prophet’s children. 
 
Isaiah’s first born was called: Shear-Jashub = A Remnant shall return (Isaiah 7: 3) 
His second born was to be named: Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz = Speeds the booty, hastens on the spoil. 
 
Both sons are part of the prophet’s message to Judah – judgement on a nation which insists on trusting in 
political alliances, rather than in God; but the promise of restoration for a people who have been purified by 
God’s judgement. 
 
In Romans 11: 26, for example, Paul speaks of the salvation of Israel.  It is important to read Paul’s words in the 
context of Old Testament prophecies about the salvation of Israel.  It is never the salvation of the entire nation, 
but only of those who have gone through the purifying fire of God’s judgement.  See also Romans 9: 6. 
 
Isaiah 9: 1 - 7  The Promise of the Messiah 

This prophecy includes the following details about the life of the Messiah: 
a) He shall be brought up in Galilee  - see Matthew 4: 12 – 16 
b) He will be the light of the world – see Luke 1: 79 
c) He will be the Prince of Peace – See John 14: 27 
d) He will be Mighty God – see Colossians 1: 15; 2: 9, Philippians 2: 6.  
 
Isaiah 10: 5  - 23  A Purified Remnant 

God will use Assyria to judge Jerusalem, but afterwards He will judge Assyria for overstepping the mark, and 
arrogantly believing that she has done it all in her own strength, and by her own design. 
  
v. 20 King Ahaz had placed his confidence in Assyria when faced with threats from Syria and Samaria.  Isaiah 

warns Ahaz that anyone who puts their trust in Assyria will ultimately find themselves under attack by 
Assyria.  Only those who put their trust in God will be saved.  All these events came to pass during the 
lifetime of the Prophet Isaiah.  (see chapters 36 – 39). 

 
As with so many of the prophecies of the Old Testament there was an immediate fulfilment of the words 
spoken, as well as an implication for a much later period of time.  Jesus came to save the world, but it is only 
those who put their trust in Jesus who will benefit from that salvation.  Any who trust in anything else, will find 
that everything in which they have put their trust will turn on them and ultimately destroy them. 
 
Isaiah 11: 1 – 16  The King and His Coming Rule 

The promise of verse 1 is the same as that given in Isaiah 6: 12, but here it applies specifically to the line of 
David, rather than to the whole House of Israel.  In 586 BC Zedekiah, the last King of Judah was taken into 
exile.  His sons were executed before his eyes, and then his eyes were put out.  It appeared at the time to have 
been the end of the line of David.  Almost 600 years later a child was born of the line of David, who was 
destined to reign for ever on the throne of David – His name is Jesus.  He is the Branch growing out of the tree 
stump that was chopped down. 
vv. 1- 10 Speak of the Messiah 
vv. 11 – 16 May possibly be speaking of Israel today. 
 
Isaiah 12  : 1 - 6  A Song of a new Exodus 

Israel and Judah are both going to go into exile: Israel into Assyria, Judah into Babylon.  But just as the children 
of Israel were once freed from slavery in Egypt at the time of Moses, so the people of God will be set free from 
exile (see Isaiah 11: 16).  It is only after their release from exile that they would truly be able to sing the song 
which makes up this chapter. 
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Isaiah 13 – 24  Judgement on the Nations of the World 

In these twelve chapters we see the judgement of God on all the nations of the Middle East.  This is an important 
reminder that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the one true and living God, who has absolute authority 
over the whole world.  He is God even of those who worship other gods, as well as being the God of those who 
do not believe that there is a god! 
 
 Chapter  Judgement on : 

 13 - 14  Babylon 
 14 : 24 - 32  Assyria and Philistia 
 15 - 16  Moab 
 17   Damascus (capital of Syria) 
 18   Ethiopia (Cush in some translations of the Bible) 
 19 – 20  Egypt (See especially Isaiah 20: 1 – 4) 
 21   Babylon and Arabia 
 22   Jerusalem 
 23   Tyre and Sidon  (principle towns of Phoenicia) 
 24   Judgement on the whole earth (see especially vv. 21 – 23) 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 28 – 34   The Book of Woes 

The message of these chapters is a continuation of the message of the preceding chapters.  All who reject the 
Word of God and disobey His Laws will suffer the consequences. 
 
 Chapter  Woe to : 
 28   Ephraim = the Northern Kingdom of Israel  
 29   Ariel = Jerusalem, city of David 
 30 - 31  Those who form political alliances with and put their trust in Egypt. 
 33   Assyria – when she has finished devastating other nations, she will herself by 

devastated (see especially v. 31) 
 34   All nations, but especially Edom (v. 5) 
 
Isaiah 35: 1 - 10  The Future Glory of Zion 

 v. 1 – 2  The desert will flourish. 
 v. 3 - 4  The weak will be strong 
 v. 5 - 7  Miracles of healing will take place 
 v. 8    The way of salvation is for those who walk in holiness 
 v. 9   For them there will be no danger 
 v. 10   Exiles will return with joy to the City of God. 
 
Isaiah 36 – 37  The Invasion by Sennacherib, King of Assyria 

In 722 BC Salmaneser V, of Assyria (727 – 722 BC) conquered Israel.  The city of Samaria was destroyed and 
almost the whole population exiled.  Only the poor and destitute were left behind.  Salmaneser was succeeded 
by his son, Sargon, who spent most of his reign battling against revolts within his empire, especially from the 
South, around the city of Babylon.  He thus left Judah in peace.  At that time Hezekiah, a godly man, was on the 
throne of Judah, and he therefore was able to throw off the yoke of Assyria  (II Kings 18: 1 – 7). 
 
Sargon was assassinated by his own son, Sennacherib (705 – 681 BC).  He was much stronger than his father 
and a better military commander.  He very quickly dealt with the other rebellions within his empire, and was 
thus able to turn his attention to Judah (which was on the fringes of his domain).   Having captured most of the 
cities of Judah, he forced Hezekiah to pay tribute (II Kings 18: 13 – 16), but this did not satisfy him.  In 701 BC 

In the midst of these chapters is a passage which speaks of the King of Babylon.  However the language used 
reveals the fact that behind the King of Babylon is a greater power of evil, that of Satan himself, who is referred 
to here as Lucifer, the Day Star.  We learn from this passage something of the nature of Satan, and of his 
ultimate fate. 

For you have said in your heart: `I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of 
the north;  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.'  Yet 
you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.    Isa. 14: 12 – 15. 
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he besieged Jerusalem (II Kings 18: 17 – 25).  Like all tyrants, he believed himself invincible, and in his 
arrogance blasphemed the LORD. 
 
Hezekiah sought the LORD, who sent Isaiah with a prophetic word.  Isaiah assured the King that God was with 
him and with the city.  Even though Jerusalem was entirely surrounded by the enemy, within 24 hours there 
would be no enemy left to worry about.  The following morning the Assyrian army camp was filled with 
corpses.  Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, where several days later he was assassinated by two of his sons in 
the temple of his god. 
 
Isaiah 38 : 1 – 8  The Sickness and Healing of Hezekiah 

Hezekiah fell ill.  God sent Isaiah to warn him that this illness was terminal, and that he ought to prepare himself 
to meet his Maker.  Hezekiah was a godly man, he asked forgiveness for his sins, and asked God to extend his 
life by a few more years.  Isaiah had not even left the palace, before God’s word came to him a second time.  He 
was to return to the king, inform him that God had heard his prayer, and that his life would be extended by a 
further 15 years. 
 
Hezekiah was so astounded by the immediacy and generosity of the reply, that he sought assurance that this 
really was the Word of God.  God gave him a miracle.  It would appear that within the palace was a staircase 
that also served as a sun dial.  God caused the shadow to go back ten steps on this staircase.  This, of course, is 
physically impossible, but our God is the God of the impossible.  Joshua 10: 12 – 14 is the only other occasion 
on which God performed a similar miracle. 
 
Isaiah 39 : 1 - 8  The Babylonian Ambassadors 

This chapter begins with the words: “at that time”, which means “somewhere about the same period of time as 
that reported in the preceding chapters”.  However, Isaiah’s prophecies are not all written down in strict 
chronological order.  Merodach-Baladan was governor of Babylon from 721 – 703 BC.  His visit, therefore must 
have taken place before the invasion of Sennacherib in 701 BC.  Therefore the events recorded in chapters 38 
and 39 must have taken place before those recorded in chapters 36 – 37, since Merodach-Baladan came 
ostensibly to compliment Hezekiah on his miraculous recovery. 
 
At this time Babylon was a province of the Assyrian Empire, though she had long sought to rid herself of 
Assyrian domination.  The Babylonians were constantly making political alliances with other nations, in an 
attempt to overthrow Assyria and create their own empire. 
 
Hezekiah was flattered by the attention of so important a delegation that he acted very unwisely.  Once again the 
Word of the LORD is delivered to him by Isaiah.  The people of God will never find security in political 
alliances with other nations, be it Egypt or Babylon.  Only those who trust in the LORD will find security. 
 



8 
 

Isaiah 40 – 55  :  A People in Exile 
 
Isaiah 40   The Promise of Deliverance 

This chapter is among the most beautiful in the whole Bible – a message of hope for a people in despair, and a 
promise of salvation accomplished in Christ. 
 
vv. 1 – 2 The exile was a punishment for a disobedient people.  God, however, has doubled over (folded 

over) the slip of paper on which was written Israel’s debt – this is a sign that the debt has been 
paid in full. 

 
vv. 3 – 5 This prophecy was fulfilled by John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus – Matthew 3: 3; 

Mark 1: 3; John 1: 23 
  NOTE  In the prophecy, the road is being prepared for the LORD - Jehovah.  In its New 

Testament fulfilment, the road was prepared for Jesus, who is God incarnate. 
 
vv. 6 – 8 See I Peter 1: 24 - 25 
  Without God, man is nothing.  Whoever puts his trust in man will disappear like the grass.  He 

who trusts in the Word of God will overcome. 
 
vv. 9 – 10 a) God is in the process of saving His exiled people.  Jerusalem (Zion) will be re-established 

by the power of God. 
  b) Eight centuries later these verses saw a second fulfilment when God became flesh in Jesus 

and came in person to Jerusalem. 
 
v. 11  “He will feed his flock like a shepherd” 
  See  Psalm 23: 1; Ezekiel 34 : 15 ; Micah 2 : 12 – 13 ;  Luke 15 : 1 – 7 ;  John 10 : 1 – 21. 
 
vv. 12 – 14 God has measured the heavens with the span of His hand.  This was a unit of measurement, the 

distance between the thumb and the little finger when the hand is full extended.  Do not be 
surprised that those who go into space do not necessarily see God up there! 

 
vv. 15 – 17 All the kingdoms and empires of this world are no more than dust in the sight of God. 
 
vv. 18 – 20 Isaiah describes the futility of idols made by human hands.  Many of these man-made idols cannot 

even stand up straight! 
 
vv. 21 – 26 a) In the sight of God all the rulers of this world are no larger than grass-hoppers. 
  b) Since God has created the stars, it is folly for pagans to worship them. 
 
vv. 27 – 31 Israel is in exile.  The people are tempted to believe that God has forgotten them.  But those who 

trust in God will rise up on eagle’s wings and will, without doubt, return one day to their 
homeland of Judah. 

 
 
Isaiah 42 – 53    The Servant Songs 

Within these chapters there are four poems which speak of a Servant sent by God to save His people.  They are 
known as “The Servant Songs”.  In the first instance they are promises of salvation from exile.  But God’s plan 
is much bigger than this.  It is only in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus that these prophecies are truly 
fulfilled. 
 
i. Isaiah 42 : 1 - 7 

 The LORD, Himself speaks of His Servant who will fulfil his ministry of deliverance without violence.  
He will be gentle towards the weak.  He will transform the whole world and his light will shine in every 
nation.  He will open the eyes of the blind and set the captives free.  See Matthew 12: 17 – 21. 
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ii. Isaiah 49 : 1 – 7 

 Here it is the Servant himself who speaks: 
 a) It is God who has chosen him from birth 
 b) His mouth will be like a sharp sword (Hebrews 4: 12) 
 c) The nation of Israel is the Servant in this poem.  In the plan of God, once Israel herself is saved, 

she would minister that salvation to the rest of the world.  Israel is the Vine of God (Isaiah 5).  
Jesus, however, is the True Vine (John 15), so that it is by His life, death and resurrection that the 
plan of salvation for the world would be completed. 

 d) The Servant’s first task is the liberation of Israel and Judah.  But God’s plan for His Servant is 
greater than that.  His task is to lead the whole world to Himself (Luke 2: 32). 

 
iii. Isaiah 50 : 4 – 9 

 Once again it is the Servant who speaks: 
 a) He sees himself as a faithful disciple, who has received a message from the LORD.  (John 12: 49) 
 b) In order to fulfil his mission he will suffer at the hands of those to whom God has sent him 

(Matthew 27: 26 – 31). 
 
iv. Isaiah 52 :13 – 53 : 12 

 In this passage, we see most clearly of all the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.  It is written in 
the past tense, as though it had already happened.  This is what is known as “the prophetic past” – a sign 
that although the prophet is speaking of things that are yet to take place, their accomplishment is so 
certain, that he can speak of them as if they had already happened. 

 
 a) The Servant has suffered much, but in the end will prosper (Eph. 1: 20 – 21; Phil. 2: 5 – 11). 
 
 b) He is a man of sorrows, well acquainted with grief, who will be rejected by men (John 10: 20; 

Luke 22: 63). 
 
 c) His sufferings will not be for his own sins, but he will carry the sins committed by other people 

(Matthew 8: 17; John 11: 49 – 50). 
 
 d) He will accept his sufferings without complaint, just like a sheep being sheared (I Peter 2: 23). 
 
 e) He died surrounded by evil men (Luke 23: 32) and was buried in the grave of a rich man 

(Matthew 27: 57 – 60). 
 
 f) After having borne the sins and sufferings of others, he will receive his reward from the LORD.  

His death is for the sins of many and then, afterwards, he will intercede for men (Luke 23: 34; 
Romans 8: 34; Hebrews 9: 24).  Although Isaiah 53 does not specifically state that the Servant of 
the LORD will rise from the dead, it is only by a resurrection that He will be able to fulfil the 
promises of these verses. 

 
Isaiah 44 : 12 - 20    The Futility  of Idolatry 

 A man takes a tree.  He burns part of it to cook his food, he takes the rest and makes an idol of it!  He 
worship a lump of wood, as if it were God.  It is the pagan craftsman who makes his own god.  It is, 
however the LORD of Hosts who created the craftsman.  Isaiah frequently challenges idolatry: 

 Isaiah 2: 5 – 22 The house of Jacob has abandoned the path of truth and chosen to follow the path of 
pagan nations, who make their own gods and worship the work of their own hands. 

 
 Isaiah 40 : 18 – 20 It is impossible for man to create an image of God.  It is God alone who can make 

an image of Himself, which He did in creating the human race (Gen. 1: 26 – 27). 
 
 Isaiah 48 : 5  One of the reasons why God reveals the future to His prophets, is to demonstrate 

that it is He alone who is the Lord of history. 
 
 Isaiah 57 : 11 – 13 He who trusts in idols will be carried away by the same wind that carries away his 

idols.  He who trusts in the LORD will inherit the land. 
 
 Isaiah 66 : 17 The judgement of God will fall on all who run after idols and follow their 

abominable practices. 
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Isaiah 45: 1 – 5   Cyrus the “Messiah” 

The word “cyrus” in Persian simply means “shepherd”.  It is possible that it was a dynastic title, and not merely 
the name given to one particular man.  See for example Daniel 6: 28.   The word “Messiah” is Hebrew and 
means one who has received the anointing of God, as a sign that God has chosen him.  The word “Christ” is 
Greek, and is the exact equivalent of the Hebrew word “Messiah”.  Jesus is the Messiah par excellence, chosen 
and anointed by God to bring salvation to the entire world through his death and resurrection. 
 
Cyrus is a messiah, one man amongst many who have been chosen by God to fulfil a particular mission.  It was 
Cyrus who was to give permission to the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1). 
 
Cyrus did not know God, but God knew Cyrus, and used him and his finances to enable Jerusalem and the 
Temple to be rebuilt.  God is the Creator of all things and all people.  He can use what and whom He chooses to 
fulfil His purposes. 
 
 
Isaiah 45 : 5 – 18  Isaiah’s Monotheism 

 v. 5   I am the LORD, there is no other. 
 v. 14   There is no other God 
 v. 18   I am the LORD and there is no other. 
 
a) In the ancient world every country had its own god.  Pagans believed that each one of these deities 

inhabited his or her own little bit of land.  See I Kings 20: 23;  II Kings 17: 24 – 28. 
 
b) As a result pagans believed that there were lots of different gods, each one either protecting and 

overseeing one particular country or city,  or else responsible for one particular area of life.  If any of 
these so-called gods do exist, then they are demons who exercise control over cities, nations or areas of 
life.  They need to be bound and cast out in the Name of Jesus! 

 
c) Isaiah 36 : 18 – 20 
 The Assyrian believed that each nation had its own protector god.  Since Assyria had conquered other 

nations, it was a logical conclusion that Assyrian gods were more powerful than the gods of the defeated 
nations. 

 
d) All the prophets recognised that there was only one true and living God and that there was no other god.  

The other gods were no more than demons (Deuteronomy 32: 17;  I Cor. 10: 20).  But Isaiah preached 
this message more strongly and more frequently than other prophets.  

 
 
Isaiah 55   The Gospel of the Grace of God 

It was the Protestant Reformers of the Middle Ages who rediscovered the doctrine of “Justification by Grace”.  
They found it especially in Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Chapter 55 of Isaiah, however, also contains this same 
message. 
 
vv. 1 – 2 Salvation is offered freely to the people of God.  There is nothing to pay. 
 
vv. 3 – 5 Israel, once saved, will call the other nations who have never known the LORD. 
 
vv. 6 – 7 He who wishes to receive God’s salvation, must come to God in repentance, which involves a 

complete change of life. 
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Isaiah 56 – 66   :   Various Prophetic Words 
 
In some ways these final chapters form a third section of the book of Isaiah.  They appear to have been spoken 
at a variety of different times, and are addressed to different situations.  Some of them would seem to be 
addressed to Israel and Judah during the prophet’s own life-time, others to the people in exile, others to the 
people returned from exile and resettling in the Promised Land. 
 
Isaiah 56 : 1 – 7   Salvation for the Gentiles 

Ezra (a Scribe trained in the Law of Moses) commanded every man who had married a foreign wife to send her 
away, to maintain the purity of God’s people1 (Ezra 10: 1 – 5).  Isaiah’s vision was much larger than that of 
Ezra.  He saw people of every nation joining themselves to God’s people.  Someone who was not of Hebrew 
race, but who committed themselves to the covenant which God had made with Israel and began to live 
according to God’s law, would be welcome into God’s Kingdom.  The House of God in Jerusalem would 
become a house of prayer for all nations (verse 7 = Matthew 21: 13).  The book of Ruth preaches the same 
message. 
 
Isaiah 57 : 3 - 6   Israel’s Futile Idolatry 

Most commentators see all of chapters 56 – 66 as being addressed to the exiles after their return to Jerusalem.  It 
is always possible that the moment they returned to the Promised Land they would revert to their idolatrous 
practices, but there is not a lot of evidence of this in the writings of the prophets who lived during this era. 
Neither Haggai nor Malachi refer to the issue, and there are only a few references in the later passages of 
Zechariah.  It is better to see this passage as belonging among the first 39 chapters of Isaiah2. 
 
Isaiah 58 : 1 – 7   Fasting that Pleases God 

In spite of their idolatry the people of Jerusalem, prior to the exile, continued to offer the sacrifices prescribed 
by the Law of Moses and to celebrate the regular times of feasting and fasting.  For God, however, fasting is not 
merely a time of abstaining from food and drink.  It is a time for abstaining from sin, and changing the sinful 
practices which make the fasting necessary in the first place.  Fasting without a change of life-style is 
meaningless in God’s eyes.  True fasting involves personal and social justice (see James 1: 27). 
 
Isaiah 59 : 1 – 4   The Sin which Separates 

God does not sleep.  He is neither deaf nor blind. If God does not answer our prayers it is because of sin which 
has not been confessed, and which is therefore not covered by the blood of the sacrifice.  Such sin creates a 
barrier between man and God and prevents God either from hearing us or from answering our prayers. 
 
Isaiah 60 : 1 – 11   The Future Glory of Jerusalem 

The world is in darkness, but a light shines out from God’s presence.  This light, shining in the midst of the 
people of God, will draw all nations to Him.  Amongst those coming will be kings from afar, bringing gifts of 
gold and incense (v. 6).  See Matthew 2.  The reference to camels in this passage (v. 6) may be a reason why it is 
always assumed that the Wise Men who visited Jesus in Bethlehem, came on camels. 
 
Isaiah 61 : 1 - 3   The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 

Commentators have not traditionally included this passage in the list of “Servant Songs”, simply because the 
word “servant” does not appear in the text.  Jesus, however, quotes this passage in Luke 4: 18 – 19 when 
speaking of His ministry.  We could therefore consider it as a fifth poem in the series, especially as it closely 
resembles Isaiah 42: 7. 
 

                                                           
1  It ought to be added that in Ezra’s time Jewish men were divorcing their Jewish wives and taking a younger pagan woman as their 

wives.  These pagan wives were not committing themselves to the Covenant which God had made with His people, but were luring 
their husbands away to worship their own pagan gods.  This is the reason why Ezra is so opposed to the foreign wives.  
Nevertheless his policies did encourage Israel to turn ever more in upon itself, and lose its God-given vision to bring the whole 
world into a Covenant relationship with God. 

 
2  The fact that parts of chapters 40 – 66 are addressed to the people of Isaiah’s own life-time is further evidence of the unity of the 

whole book. 
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Isaiah 66 : 22 – 24   The New Jerusalem 

Isaiah’s prophecies end with a vision of the glory that is to come.  There will be a new heaven and a new earth.  
All the nations of the world will come to worship the LORD.  Those, however, who reject the call of God, and 
who refuse to repent and turn from their sins, will receive nothing but the eternal judgement of a righteous God.  
(v. 24)  We have already pointed out the similarities between the Book of Isaiah and the two parts of the Bible.  
Just as the New Testament ends with a vision of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 22) so the second part of Isaiah 
ends with a similar vision. 
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Judah’s Last Days 
 
In our first lectures we looked at the book of the Prophet Isaiah, who lived 740 to 700 BC.  Many of the 
prophecies spoken by Isaiah, however were addressed to a much later era – some of them for people who would 
live 200 years after Isaiah’s death, as well as the ones which spoke of the coming of the Messiah 800 years after 
the prophet’s death.  We now need to go back in time. 
 
In 722 BC Salmaneser V of Assyria overthrew the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Samaria was destroyed, and her 
people exiled, scattered throughout the Assyrian Empire (II Kings 17: 6).  People from outlying provinces of the 
empire were settled in Israel’s cities, living alongside the peasants who had been left behind.  These settlers 
began to worship the God of Israel, on the grounds that He inhabited that particular country, and that it is always 
wise to keep on good terms with the local deity, whoever he or she might be. 
 
Israel had already been heavily involved in paganism and idolatry, and these new settlers brought their own 
brands of religion with them.  As a result the religion of the Northern Kingdom became even more syncretistic 
than ever. 
 
All this took place while Hezekiah was king in Jerusalem.  He was a godly man, who served the Lord, removed 
the High Places from throughout Judah, broke down the Asherah or sacred pillars and broke in pieces the bronze 
serpent, which Moses had erected in the wilderness (Numbers 21: 9;  John 3: 14), but which had become an idol.   
Salmaneser V was succeeded as Assyrian Emperor by his son Sargon II.  He also conducted campaigns against 
the various kingdoms of Palestine, and claims to have subjugated Judah, though there is no biblical evidence for 
this3.  However on the death of Sargon, his son Sennacherib spent most of the early years of his reign dealing 
with revolts which were breaking out all over the Empire.  Having dealt with those to the East and the North, he 
turned his attention to Egypt in the far South, and to Judah which lay on the route to Egypt. 
 
The siege of Jerusalem is recorded in II Kings 18 - 20 and Isaiah 36 – 39, including the miraculous way in 
which God lifted the siege.  Sennacherib returned to Nineveh, where he was murdered by two of his sons.  They 
then fled leaving the throne to a third son Esarhaddon.  He ruled from 680 to 669 BC and was succeeded by his 
son Ashurbanipal (668 – 627 BC). During his reign in 662 BC Thebes4 in Egypt was sacked, but by this time 
revolts were breaking out throughout his vast empire.   
 
Hezekiah was succeeded by his son Manasseh, an evil king who reintroduced paganism into the land.  He rebuilt 
the High Places, practised divination and even placed an idol in the Temple of Jerusalem.  It is quite possible 
that this was out of political expediency, seeking to show the Assyrians that Judah worshipped the same gods as 
they did.  Tradition says that it was during his reign that the prophet Isaiah was martyred. 
 
In 645 BC the Elamites broke free of Assyria; between 631 and 627 the Medes besieged Nineveh; in 625 the 
Assyrians were driven out of Babylon; in 614 BC Medes and Babylonians united to capture Assur (one of the 
principal cities, after whom the whole land was named); and finally Nineveh fell to the Babylonians as foretold 
by the prophets Nahum and Zephaniah. 
 
In 609 BC Pharaoh Necho of Egypt marched to the aid of Assyria, but was waylaid by King Josiah of Judah (II 
Kings 23: 28 – 30).  Josiah was killed in this battle, but Necho was delayed and therefore did not arrive in time.  
Assyria was thus finally defeated and ceased to exist.  Her empire was taken over by Babylon. 
 
During these years of rebellion against Assyria, Babylon was ruled by Nabopolassar, a Chaldean by race.  He 
was succeeded in 605 BC by his son Nebuchadnezzar II (605 – 562 BC [II Kings 24: 1]).    It was he who rebuilt 
the city of Babylon turning it into one of the most magnificent cities of all time (Daniel 4: 30). It was at his 
hands that Jerusalem fell and Judah was taken into exile. 
 
 We are now going to study the book of the prophet Jeremiah who lived and ministered during the last days of 
Judah. 

                                                           
3  It is always worth remembering that “spin doctors” are not a new phenomenon.  Throughout history records have been written up in 

such a way as to cast the current king or emperor in a good light.  Sometimes secular records give a very one-sided account of the 
events they record. 

 
4  Thebes is called “No-Amon” in Nahum 3: 8. 
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MANASSEH 

686 – 642 BC 

II Kings 21 
 
 
 

AMON 

642 – 639 BC 
II Kings 21: 19 
 
 

JOSIAH 

639 – 609 BC 
II Kings 23 
 
 
 
 
 

JOAHAZ 

(Eldest son of Josiah) 
609 BC 
II Kings 23: 31 
 
 

JEHOIAKIM / ELIAKIM 

(Second son of Josiah) 
609 – 597 BC 
II Kings 23: 34 
 
 
 

JEHOIACHIN 

(Son of Jehoiakim) 
597 BC 
II Kings 24: 8 

ZEDEKIAH 

(Third son of Josiah) 
597 – 587 BC 
II Kings 24: 18;  Jeremiah 37: 1 

 
Rebuilt pagan places of worship and practised divination.  He placed an idol in 
the temple of Jerusalem. 
 

NAHUM the Prophet 
664 – 612 BC 
Preached against Nineveh (the Capital of Assyria) 
 
Followed his father’s religious practices. 
 

ZEPHANIAH the Prophet 
640 BC 
Foretold the doom of Nineveh and denounced idolatry. 
 
 
Began to repair the temple.  The “Book of the Law” (Deuteronomy?) was 
discovered in the temple.  Passover celebrated for first time in many years. 
 
 

JEREMIAH the Prophet 
621 – 580 BC 
Encouraged Josiah’s reforms, but criticised their superficiality. 
 
Josiah was killed at the Battle of Meggido.  He was succeeded very briefly by 
his eldest son Jehoahaz.  Pharaoh Necho of Egypt took him captive, and placed 
his brother Jehoiakim on the throne.  Necho changed Jehoiakim’s name to 
Eliakim. 
 
The Battle of Meggido was the final collapse of the Assyrian Empire (Nineveh 
had already fallen in 612/614 BC). 
 
 

HABAKKUK the Prophet 
c. 605 BC 
God will use Babylon to punish Judah.  God will then punish Babylon. 
 
Babylon attacked Judah and took many of the leaders captive (including Daniel 
and his three friends). 
 
Succeeded his father on the throne.  He was taken prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar.  
Many more of the leaders of Judah were taken into exile, including the young 
Ezekiel. 
 
 
 
Jehoiachin’s uncle, the third of Josiah’s sons to rule Judah. 
In 587 BC he rebelled against Babylon.  Jerusalem was besieged for two years.  
Final destruction of Jerusalem and exile of all the rest of the leaders of the 
nation.  Jeremiah remained behind, but was eventually taken into Egypt by a 
group of Jewish rebels. 
 

OBADIAH the Prophet 
587 BC 
Edom mocked the fall of Jerusalem.  Obadiah prophesied that Edom would very 
soon share the same fate. 
 

The Last Kings and Prophets of Judah 
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The Prophet Jeremiah 
 
The Historical Context of Jeremiah’s Ministry. 

Date  Bible    Details 

640 BC II Kings 22: 1   Josiah comes to the throne at the age of 8 
 
622 BC II Kings 22: 3 – 20  Josiah begins to repair the Temple - “The Book of the Law” is found 
  II Kings 23: 1 – 28  Spiritual renewal in Judah encouraged by Jeremiah – unfortunately it 

turns out to be a very superficial renewal.  
     
609 BC II Kings 23: 29 – 35  Josiah dies in battle at Megiddo 
      He is succeeded briefly by his son Jehoahaz. 
      Jehoahaz deposed by Pharaoh Necho 
609 – 597 BC     Jehoiakim5 [brother of Jehoahaz] placed on the throne by Necho. 
 
605 BC II Kings 24 : 1  Battle of Carchemish 
      Egypt defeated by Babylon 
      Judah subject to Babylon 
      Daniel and his friends exiled to Babylon. 
 
597 BC II Kings 24: 2 – 7  Jehoiakim rebels against Babylon 
      Jerusalem under siege   
      During the siege Jehoiakim dies of natural causes, and is succeeded 

by his son Jehoiachin6, who reigns for only 3 months. 
 
597 BC II Kings 24: 8 – 17  Jerusalem falls to the Babylonians 
      Jehoiachin and many of the leaders of the nation taken into exile.  The 

young Ezekiel is among this group of exiles. 
 
597 – 587 II Kings 24: 18 – 20  Zedekiah7 is placed on the throne by the Babylonians.  He was 

Jehoiachin’s uncle, the third son of Josiah.  
 
 
590 BC II Kings 24: 20  Zedekiah rebels against Babylon. 
      Jerusalem once more under siege – this time the siege lasts for 3 

years. 
 
587 BC II Kings 25: 1 – 21  Jerusalem falls.  Zedekiah’s sons are killed before his eyes, then his 

eyes are put out. 
      Zedekiah taken to Babylon as a prisoner. 
 
587 BC II Kings 25: 22 – 26  Gedaliah made Governor of Jerusalem 
      Jeremiah chooses to remain with him, to serve as his counsellor. 
      Ishmael8 leads rebellion against Gedaliah. 
      Gedaliah killed, rebels flee to Egypt 
      Rebels force Jeremiah to come with them. 
 
 587 - ??? Jeremiah 39 - 44  Jeremiah continues to minister the Word of the LORD in Egypt until 

the day of his death. 
 

                                                           
5  He was named Eliakim at birth.  It was Pharaoh Necho who changed his name to Jehoiakim. 
6  Jehoiachin is known as Jeconiah in the Book of Jeremiah, as well as in the Book of Esther. 
7  Zedekiah was called Mattaniah at birth.  His name was changed by Nebuchadnezzar. 
8  This is obviously not the same Ishmael who was the son of Abraham by Hagar. 
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Commentary 
 
1. Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah 

Jeremiah 1: 1 

It is quite possible that Jeremiah was descended from Abiathar who, like Jeremiah, came from Anathoth9.  
Abiathar was High Priest in the time of King David, but he supported Adonijah’s claim to the throne over that of 
Solomon (II Kings 1: 5 – 10).  Solomon removed Abiathar from the High Priesthood and exiled him to Anathoth 
(I Kings 2: 26 – 27).  It is quite possible that the line of Abiathar had continued down through the centuries, and 
that members of this family had exercised a priestly ministry in their own village, separate from that in 
Jerusalem. 
 
2. The Call of Jeremiah 

Jeremiah 1: 4 - 10 

a) Jeremiah received his call to prophetic ministry while still a young man.  It was not a calling which he 
sought, but it was God Himself who placed His words in the young man’s mouth (v. 9). 

 
b) God chose Jeremiah even before he had been formed in his mother’s womb, and was preparing him, even 

then, for the ministry to which he was being called.  Psalm 139: 13 reminds us that God knit us together 
in our mother’s womb, and prepared us for our life’s calling.  Our task is to willingly choose to do that 
for which God has prepared us. 

 
c) God uses two metaphors to describe the ministry to which Jeremiah was being called: 
 i. A field in which weeds had to be uprooted in order for a good crop to be planted 
 ii. A ruined building which needed to be demolished before reconstruction can begin. 
 The largest part of Jeremiah’s message is one of uprooting and demolition, but within it all there is 

always a message of hope – the hope of a replanting and a rebuilding. 
 
3. Jeremiah and Josiah. 

Jeremiah 1 : 2 

Josiah came to the throne in 640 BC (II Kings 22: 1).  He was only 8 years old at the time, but he was 
surrounded by wise counsellors.  Before his accession Judah had passed through a period of 57 years under the 
reigns of Manasseh and Amon (II Kings 21).  During this time idolatry and paganism had been positively 
encouraged and the Temple of the LORD neglected, and allowed to fall into disrepair. 
 
At the age of 26 (II Kings 22: 3) Josiah set about repairing the Temple and restoring true worship.  It was during 
restoration work that the “Book of the Law” was discovered (II Kings 22: 8).  It is possible that this was the 
book which we know as “Deuteronomy”. 
 
This book pronounced severe judgement on a nation which neglected the Word of God.  Josiah immediately 
recognised the danger and turned to God in genuine repentance and faith.  The people followed his lead, but 
only with their outward actions.  Their hearts were still far from the LORD.    Jeremiah’s ministry was to 
encourage Josiah in his reformation, but also to challenge the people about their lack of genuine repentance. 
 
4. Jeremiah and the Last Kings of Judah 

Jeremiah 1: 3 

Josiah died at the battle of Megiddo (II Kings 23: 28 – 30), trying to intervene in a battle involving Egypt, 
Assyria and Babylon.  He was succeeded very briefly by his eldest son Jehoahaz (II Kings 23: 31 – 33), who 
was removed from the throne after only three months by Pharaoh Necho of Egypt.  Necho took Jehoahaz 
prisoner to Egypt and installed his brother Eliakim on the throne, changing his name to Jehoiakim (II Kings 23: 
34 – 37). 
 

                                                           
9  Anathoth is about 5 or 6 km (4 miles) to the north of Jerusalem. 
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During Jehoiakim’s reign, Babylon finally won the battle for supremacy over the Middle East.  However a 
rebellion by Jehoiakim caused Jerusalem to be placed under siege.  During the siege Jehoiakim died (of natural 
causes) and was succeeded (II Kings 24: 6) by his son Jehoiachin (who in the book of Jeremiah is called 
Jeconiah10).  He only reigned for three months before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians.  He was replaced by his 
uncle Zedekiah.  It was during the reign of Zedekiah that Jerusalem once again rebelled against Babylon and 
was once more placed under siege.  The siege lasted nearly three years, at the end of which Jerusalem was 
captured and burned to the ground.  The Temple was pillaged and then demolished and almost the entire nation 
exiled to Babylon. 
 
All these events took place because of the struggle between Babylon and Egypt for control of the tiny kingdoms 
that made up the region of Palestine. Because of its position, whoever controlled Palestine, controlled the 
Middle East.  Jeremiah’s message was that God had raised up Babylon in order to punish Judah for her sins.  
The only sensible policy was to submit to Babylon.  The kings of Judah, however, wanted to play political 
games between the two super-powers, and especially to place their trust in Egypt to protect them from Babylon. 
 
Throughout this turbulent period of history, Jeremiah preached the necessity of submitting to the will of God 
and accepting Babylonian sovereignty.  He was ignored by almost everyone, attacked by the false prophets who 
had proliferated during this time, and was rejected by the kings who succeeded Josiah. 
 
 
5. Jeremiah’s Message 

Jeremiah 1: 11 – 15 

The message of Jeremiah is summed up in the first two visions which he records: 
 
a) An almond branch 

 The Hebrew word for almond (shaqed) is very similar to the Hebrew verb “to watch” (shaqad).  God is 
not asleep.  He sees everything that is happening in Judah, and He will not be slow to act against the city 
and of its leaders. 

 
b) A boiling cauldron 

 The boiling cauldron represents the invaders (either Assyria or Babylon) both of whom will arrive from 
the North.  Both nations are actually to the East, but because of the desert which lies between, the only 
route is round the “fertile crescent”, so that they actually arrive in Judah from the North.  The cauldron is 
ready to boil over any minute, and bring judgement on Judah 

 
 
6. Broken Cisterns 

Jeremiah 2: 13 

God’s people are guilt of a double sin.  God is the source of living water (John 4: 14;  7: 37 – 39; Rev. 21: 6).  
But His people have abandoned the living water, and are drinking water which has been stored in underground 
cisterns.  The water in a good cistern is dirty and lukewarm; but the people of Judah are drinking from the 
broken cistern of idolatry, which has nothing but mud at the bottom. 
 
 
7. “You have left your first love” 

Jeremiah 3: 1 

According to the Law of Moses (Deut. 24: 1 – 4) a divorced woman who is later rejected by her second 
husband, cannot return to her first husband.  Judah is the wife of God.  But she has abandoned her divine 
husband, in order to prostitute herself after foreign gods.  God, however, is prepared to break His own Law, and 
allow His people to return to their first love.  This is the identical message that was preached by the prophet 
Hosea.  See also Rev. 2: 4. 
 

                                                           
10  There is also a reference to Jeconiah in Esther 2: 6. 
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8. Circumcision of the Heart 

Jeremiah 4: 4 

Circumcision was the external sign of the Covenant between God and His people.  In Jeremiah’s day it had 
become a meaningless and superficial ceremony.  What God is looking for in His people is a radical change of 
heart – Romans 2: 28 – 29. 
 
 
9. “Ask for the old paths” 

Jeremiah 6: 16 

Two dangers face the believer: 
a) Abandoning eternal truths in the search for novelty (II Tim. 4: 3 – 4) 
b) Remaining rooted in tradition, and ignoring the new things which God is constantly doing (Isaiah 65: 

17). 
In Jeremiah’s day the biggest problem, was people who had abandoned the righteous ways of their fathers, and 
were constantly looking for new experiences in pagan religion. 
 
 
10. A False Peace 

Jeremiah 8: 11 

The people of God were seriously ill.  They needed major surgery.  Jeremiah, however, was surrounded by false 
prophets who claimed that all was well and there was no need for any serious repentance or transformation. 
 
 
11. Unfaithful Shepherds 

Jeremiah 10: 21;   12: 10;  23: 1 - 8 

The leaders of God’s people are like shepherds who have been given the responsibility of feeding, protecting 
and leading the sheep towards safe pastures.  The shepherds of Jerusalem, however, have been far from faithful 
in fulfilling their tasks.  Therefore God will give the responsibility for caring for His sheep to a Good Shepherd, 
one who will come of the line of David.  See also John 10: 1 – 17. 
 
 
12. Jeremiah’s Life-Style 

Jeremiah 16: 1 – 9 

The prophet’s life-style was to symbolise the message which he was given.  As a member of a hereditary 
priesthood (Jeremiah 1: 1), it would be assumed that Jeremiah would marry and have children.  God tells him 
otherwise: 
i. He is not to marry and have children 
ii. He is not to take part in funeral ceremonies 
iii. He is to live in isolation from the usual security and help of a Jewish family. 
All this is a permanent reminder of the fate which is awaiting all the families of Jerusalem. 
 
 
13. Curses and Blessings 

Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8 

It is generally believed that the “Book of the Law” which was found in the Temple by Hilkiah the Priest (II 
Kings 22: 8), was all or part of the Book of Deuteronomy.  Much of Jeremiah’s preaching is reminiscent of the 
teaching of that book.   Jeremiah 17: 5 – 8 is very similar to Deuteronomy 30: 19. 
 
The human race is always faced with a choice between the blessing of God or His curse.  Blessings follow 
obedience to God’s Word.  The curse is the inevitable consequence of disobedience.  See also:  Joshua 24: 14 – 
15;  Matthew 7: 13 – 14. 
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14. The Potter and the Clay 

Jeremiah 18: 1 – 12 

God is Sovereign.  He created the people of Israel, but if He is not satisfied with that which He has created, He 
can always destroy it and start all over again.  The Church of Jesus Christ needs to take note!  The Church is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, but if she does not produce the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 22 – 23), she risks being 
rejected by God (Rev. 2: 5;  3: 3;  3: 16.)  I do not believe that this Word applies to the entire world church as 
such, but it is certainly true for any particular local congregation.  If you don’t believe me try visiting the seven 
Churches in Asia (Turkey) referred to in the Book of Revelation. 
 
 
15. Jeremiah and the Religious Authorities of his day 

Jeremiah suffered greatly at the hands of his own people: 
 
 Jeremiah 20: 1 – 3   24 hours in the stocks 
 Jeremiah 26: 7 – 9; 16 – 19  The Prophet on trial 
 Jeremiah 36: 1 – 32   The scroll destroyed by King Jehoiakim 
 Jeremiah 37: 11 – 16   Falsely accused and thrown into the dungeon 
 Jeremiah 37: 17 – 21   Helped by King Zedekiah 
 Jeremiah 38: 1 – 6   Thrown into an empty cistern 
 Jeremiah 38: 7 – 13   Rescued by Ebed-Melech, the Ethiopian. 
 Jeremiah 38: 14 – 28   Even King Zedekiah is afraid of the false prophets. 
 
 
16. The Fire of God’s Word 

Jeremiah 20: 7 – 9 

The prophet complains to God of the suffering which he is facing as a result of preaching His Word.  But when 
he tries to stop preaching, the Word of God is like a fire burning within him.  As Paul said:  “Woe is me if I do 
not preach the Gospel” I Cor. 9: 16. 
 
 
17. Jeremiah and the False Prophets 

Jeremiah 23: 9, 16 – 18. 

The true prophet is one who has stood in the presence of the LORD, in order to hear His Word. 
 
 
Jeremiah 28: 1 – 17 

The judgement of God on Hananiah the false prophet. 
 
 
18. Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles 

Jeremiah 29: 1 – 14 

In 597 BC Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians.  Jehoiachin (a.k.a. Jeconiah) and most of the leaders of the city 
were taken into exile in Babylon (II Kings 24: 8 – 17).  Among the exiles was a young man called Ezekiel, who 
was to hear the call to prophetic ministry while in exile.  However, there were also a great number of false 
prophets taken into exile, and in Babylon they continued to preach their lies and half-truths. 
 
Jeremiah therefore sent a letter to the exiles, in order to continue to preach to them the truth of God’s Word: 
a) Settle down in the land where you have been exiled.  You are going to be there for 70 years. 
b) Seek the well-being of Babylon, because your happiness depends on it. 
c) God has good plans for you.  In exile He is planning to purify you, so that you can better serve His 

purposes. At the end of 70 years God will come and bless you. 
d) In the meanwhile, in exile, seek the LORD with all your hearts, and you will find Him. 
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19. The New Covenant 

Jeremiah 31: 31 - 34 

The Covenant which God made with Moses, based on the Law, will be annulled (c.f. Hebrews 8: 13).  
Jeremiah’s message was radical.  God will make a New Covenant, in which the causes of the first Covenant’s 
failure will be removed.  It will not be written on tablets of stone, or on a scroll, such as the one found in the 
Temple.  Instead it will be written on the hearts of God’s people.  Under the New Covenant people will be 
invited to come into a personal relationship with God.  They will know God and their sins will be forgiven. 
 
There are at least six11 Covenants mentioned in the Bible 
1. Noah  Genesis 9: 9 – 11  A Covenant made with the whole of creation 
2. Abram  Genesis 15: 1 – 21  A Covenant with all those who share the faith of Abraham 

(Gal. 3: 7). 
3. Moses  Genesis 15: 1 – 21  This is the “Old Covenant” which was rendered obsolete in 

Christ (Hebrews 8: 6 – 13). 
4. Phinehas Numbers 25: 10 – 13 A  Covenant of Priesthood, superseded by the Priesthood of the 

order of Melchizedek (Hebrews  7: 1 – 28). 
5. David  II Samuel 7: 14 – 17  Fulfilled in Christ, the King of kings. 
6. Jesus  Luke 22: 20   The New Covenant, sealed by the blood of Jesus. 
 
 
20. Jeremiah in Egypt 

Jeremiah chapters 39 – 44 

Twice Jerusalem had been besieged and taken by Nebuchadnezzar.  Each time he had placed his puppet king on 
the throne.  Each time that king had eventually rebelled.  The third time that Nebuchadnezzar came against 
Jerusalem was the last.  Judah was conquered. Jerusalem was taken, the temple pillaged and burned to the 
ground, the whole city destroyed.  Zedekiah watched both his sons (and heirs) being killed before his eyes.  He 
was then blinded, and taken in chains to Babylon. 
 
Gedaliah was installed as Governor and Jeremiah was permitted to stay in Jerusalem as his religious adviser.   
Unfortunately the spirit of rebellion was so strong among the people of Judah, that a man by the name of 
Ishmael12 led a rebellion against Gedaliah and killed him.  Immediately the rebels realised that they had incurred 
once again the wrath of Babylon, so they fled to Egypt, taking Jeremiah with them as a prisoner. 
 
In Egypt Jeremiah continued his ministry.  His message never changed.  God demands repentance and a total 
transformation (Jeremiah 43: 1 – 13).   
 
Jewish tradition says that Jeremiah was stoned to death in Egypt by his fellow Jews.  He gave his life because he 
insisted on continuing to preach the Word of God. 

                                                           
11  Some commentators see the relationship between God and Adam as a Covenant relationship, although the word is not actually 

used.  See, however, Isaiah 24: 5;  Hosea 6: 7 (which verse could read: “Like Adam, they transgressed the covenant”).   
 
12  This is clearly not the same Ishmael who was born to Abraham and Hagar.  That event took place many centuries before the events 

recorded in the Book of Jeremiah. 
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The Prophet Ezekiel 
 
605 BC Josiah (II Kings 22 – 23) died in battle vainly trying to prevent Egypt going to the aid of Assyria 

at the battle of Carchemish.  He was succeeded briefly by his eldest son, Jehoahaz (II Kings 23: 
31 - 34) 

 
  Pharaoh Necho of Egypt was defeated at Carchemish, but was able to return home in safety (for 

the time being).  On his way back to Egypt he took Jehoahaz captive and installed his brother 
Eliakim on the throne of Judah, changing his name to Jehoiakim. 

 
  From this point onwards, however, it is Babylon that is the major player on the world scene.  

Within a few years Jehoiakim was forced to pay tribute to Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel was taken 
into captivity at this time). 

 
598 BC Taking advantage of Babylon’s temporary weakness, Jehoiakim rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar 

(II Kings 24: 1).  An army of Chaldeans (Babylonians), Syrians, Moabites and Ammonites 
besieged Jerusalem.  Jehoiakim died of natural causes during the siege, and was succeeded by his 
son Jehoiachin (a.k.a. Jeconiah).  Jehoiachin only reigned for three months.  Jerusalem was 
captured by the besieging army and the king, along with a large number of nobles and priests, was 
taken captive (II Kings 24: 8 – 16).  Among the captives was a young priest named Ezekiel. 

 
  Jehoiachin was only 18 when he came to the throne, and three months later was taken into 

captivity.  Throughout the reign of Nebuchadnezzar he was kept in prison, but was later released 
by Evil-Merodach, the successor of Nebuchadnezzar.  He married and became the father of a 
number of children.  One of  his sons, Pedaiah, was the father of Zerubbabel, later to become 
Governor of the returned exiles  (Ezra 2: 2; Haggai 1: 1). 

 
598 BC Jehoiachin was succeeded on the throne by his uncle Mattaniah, whose name was changed to 

Zedekiah (II Kings 24: 17).  Zedekiah reigned for eleven years (598 – 587 BC) before rebelling 
against Nebuchadnezzar.  This was to be the final rebellion of Jerusalem against Babylonian 
authority.  Zedekiah was taken prisoner, his sons executed before his eyes, and he himself was 
blinded.  Jerusalem was burned to the ground, the temple pillaged and destroyed.  Jerusalem was 
no more. 

 
Ezekiel’s Ministry 

This is the context in which Ezekiel ministered the prophetic word of the Lord.  He was called by God to speak 
to those who were in exile with him, as well as to those who remained in Jerusalem during the reign of 
Zedekiah.  He was a younger contemporary of Jeremiah, and preached his message in the same context. After 
the final destruction of Jerusalem in 578 BC, Ezekiel continues to bring God’s Word to a nation in exile – a 
Word which includes the promise of restoration, both of Jerusalem and of the temple. 
 
Son of Man 

Throughout the book of Ezekiel the prophet is addressed by God in the very distinctive way as: “son of man”.  
The expression is used over one hundred times. 
 
The term is a reinforcement of the fact that the prophet is a man, like all other men.  He cannot stand aloof from 
what is happening in his generation, and from what God is doing among his people.  The expression also 
underlines the weakness of the human creature when confronted by the glory of God (Psalm 8: 4;  144: 3;  Job 
25: 6.) 
 
In Daniel 7: 13 – 14 the prophet is given a vision of “one like a son of man” (i.e. fully human) who comes on the 
clouds of glory, and to whom is given dominion over all the peoples of the earth.  Jesus uses the expression 
“Son of Man” when speaking of Himself (Matthew 24: 37).  He is both identifying Himself with the people He 
has come to save, and declaring that He is the one who will one day fulfil the prophecy of Daniel 7: 13 – 14. 
 
 



22 
 

1. The Prophet’s Vision 

Ezekiel 1: 1 – 3  
In 593 BC, five years after being exiled, Ezekiel was living by the River Chebar in Babylonia.  This is generally 
believed to have been a canal running off the River Euphrates in the region of Nippour. 
 
Ezekiel 1: 4 – 28  
Ezekiel sees a vision of God’s majesty, glory and omnipresence.  The Spirit of God moves where He wills (see 
John 3: 8) and wherever He goes, His eyes see all that is taking place. 
 
Ezekiel 1: 10   
Compare this vision with Revelation 4: 7  
  Ezekiel    Revelation 

 1. Man     Lion 
 2. Lion     Calf (a young ox) 
 3. Ox     Man 
 4. Eagle     Flying Eagle  
 
The order is different, but the vision is essentially the same.  Various commentators have attempted to identify 
these four living creatures with the four writers of the Gospel.  In Christian tradition it is the identifications 
made by Augustine which have been most commonly accepted: 
 
Matthew = Lion  
Jesus is depicted as “The Lion of Judah” fulfilling the hopes and expectations of Jewish prophets. 
 
Mark = Man 
In this Gospel, we have what most closely resembles a biography of the human Jesus. 
 
Luke = Ox calf   
Jesus is the sacrificial ox, whose life is given up to bring all classes and conditions of men and women to God13. 
 
John = Eagle 
The fourth Gospel soars to the greatest heights of understanding of Jesus and His ministry. 
 
It does need to be said that nowhere does the Bible make this identification! 
 
An Alternative Interpretation14 

 The four living creatures of Ezekiel and Revelation reflect the nature of God: 
 The Man   reflects His humanity, His compassion, His Grace and speaks also of the incarnation 

of the Word made flesh in Jesus Christ. 
 The Lion  reflects God’s Kingship, His sovereign rule over everyone and everything. 
 The Ox  reflects His strength, His immovability, His steadfastness.  He calls us to be 

“steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord” (I Cor. 15: 58) 
 The Eagle  reflects the fact that God is “high above all the earth; exalted far above all gods” 

(Psalm 97: 9).  His vision extends beyond the far horizons, but He is also able to 
focus in on the tiniest of His creatures 

 
Ezekiel 2: 1 – 7  
Ezekiel is warned that he is being sent to a rebellious people – but whether they listen or not, they will know that 
a prophet has been in their midst (c.f. Ezek. 33: 30 – 33). 
 
Ezekiel 2: 8 – 3: 3  
The prophet is given a scroll to eat.  It is full of bitter words, but once he eats it, it becomes sweet in his mouth.  
(c.f. Revelation 10: 9.) 
 
 

                                                           
13  In my mind this is the least satisfactory of the links between the visions and the four Gospel writers. 
14  For this interpretation I am indebted to Mark Curtis of PFJ, whom I heard preaching on this theme in May 2013. 
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Ezekiel 3: 15   
His vision of God leads him to sit down alongside the exiles and share their grief (Psalm 137). 
 
Ezekiel 3: 16 – 21  
Ezekiel is to be a watchman.  His task is to warn of impending doom.  Those who hear and repent will be saved.  
Those who refuse to hear will be condemned.  c.f. 33: 1 – 11 a watchman who fails to sound the warning will be 
answerable to God. 
 
 
2. The Siege of Jerusalem 

Ezekiel 4: 1 – 17  
The prophet is called to act out the siege of Jerusalem.  The reason for the number of days on each side is not 
entirely clear.  The interpretation given is that 390 days on his left side represents 390 years of Israel’s iniquity; 
40 days on his right side is to represent 40 years of Judah’s iniquity.   
 
390 years is approximately the time between the separation of Israel from Judah in 930 BC, and the return to 
Jerusalem of the first exiles in 539 BC (a total of 391 years).  The total of 390 + 40 = 430 years = the number of 
years that Israel was in Egypt according to Exodus 12: 40. 
 
Ezekiel 5: 1 – 6  
The prophet is called to shave his head.  Some of the hair is to be burned in a model of Jerusalem which he has 
built.  Some is to be put to the sword.  The rest is to be scattered.  Only a tiny portion is to be bound in the edge 
of the prophet’s garment (v.3).  This may either be a symbol of the tiny remnant who will be saved and will 
return to Jerusalem, or perhaps the even tinier remnant who would remain in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 6: 8;  12: 16;  
14: 22). 
 
 
3. God’s Glory Departs from the Temple 

Ezekiel 8: 1 – 18 
The 6th year after Ezekiel was taken into exile was 592 BC.  He is seated with the elders of Judah (perhaps 
praying for Jerusalem) when he sees a vision of God burning with the fire of jealousy.  God lifts him up and 
takes him into the heart of the Jerusalem temple, where he sees the elders of the city worshipping all kinds of 
abominations (vv. 9 – 12), the women worshipping the Sumerian God of fertility, Tammuz, and others 
worshipping the rising sun. 
 
Ezekiel 9: 1 – 11  
The faithful are marked.  Compare verse 4 with Revelation 7: 3; 9: 4 and 14: 1.  Everyone else is put to the 
sword. 
 
Ezekiel 10: 1 – 22  
When Solomon dedicated the temple in 959 BC, the fire of God’s glory came down upon the altar.  Now, 367 
years later, Ezekiel sees the glory of God descending on the temple (v. 4), not to bless it but to burn up all the 
evil both in the temple and throughout Jerusalem (v. 2).  The glory of the Lord then departs from the temple (v. 
18) never again to return in such a dramatic way.  Ezra 6: 13 – 22 describes the dedication of the rebuilt temple 
in 515 BC.  There is no supernatural manifestation of the glory of God. 
 
Ezekiel 11: 1 – 25  
Ezekiel sees a vision of post-exilic Jerusalem, with pagans having taken over the land and claiming it as their 
own (v. 15).  God, however, promises to be with the scattered remnant, who remain faithful to Him (v. 16).  He 
will one day gather them together and restore them to the Promised Land (v. 17).  He will put a new heart and a 
new spirit within them (v. 19) and they shall once more be His people and He will be their God (v. 20). 
 
 
4. False Prophets and Shepherds 

Ezekiel 13: 1 – 16  
Both in Jerusalem and in exile there was no shortage of false prophets (Ezekiel 13: 10;  Jeremiah 6: 14).  In exile 
false prophets were predicting a speedy return to Jerusalem (Jeremiah 29: 8 – 10) and those in Jerusalem were 
predicting the immediate collapse of Babylon and the return to Jerusalem of her exiled king, along with all the 
wealth that had been looted by the Babylonians (Jeremiah 28: 1- 4).  Ezekiel’s ministry in Babylon is exactly 
paralleled by that of Jeremiah in Jerusalem. 



24 
 

 
A true prophet stands in the counsel of God to hear His Word (Jeremiah 23: 18) and then stands in the gap 
(Ezekiel 13: 5) interceding on behalf of the people.  This is what Moses did (Psalm 106:23 = Exodus 32: 11).  
But the Lord did not find anyone in Jerusalem undertaking this ministry15 (Ezekiel 22: 30).   
 
Ezekiel 22: 23 – 31 
The false prophets are like lions devouring the people, making themselves rich at the expense of the poor.  The 
priests have defiled the temple.  The princes are robbing the people. 
 
Ezekiel 34: 1 – 31 
God has established leaders over His people whose task is to act like shepherds to the flock.  They are not, 
however, feeding the sheep, they are not strengthening the weak, nor healing the sick, nor seeking the lost (v. 4).  
Instead they are clothing themselves with wool from the sheep and fattening themselves up on the meat (v. 3). 
 
Therefore God will take over the role of Shepherd.  He will judge those sheep who are fattening themselves at 
the expense of the weak (vv. 20 – 22).  He will then restore the Davidic Monarchy and establish a king who will 
be a shepherd to his people (v. 23).This prophecy was only fulfilled in the coming of Jesus (John 10: 1 – 30; 
Isaiah 40: 11). 
 
 
5. The Outcast Vine 

Ezekiel 15: 1 – 8 
Israel is God’s vine (Isaiah 5: 1 – 7; Psalm 80: 8; Jeremiah 2: 21).  A vine, however, serves no other purpose 
than that of bearing fruit.  A vine which does not bear fruit will therefore be uprooted and destroyed.  Jesus is 
the true vine (John 15: 1).  He came to fulfil all the prophetic words spoken about Israel.  Only those who are in 
Christ can now call themselves “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6: 16). 
 
Ezekiel 17: 1 – 21 
The exile in Babylon was part of God’s purpose of creating a purified, holy people.  Sadly, rather than accept 
God’s purposes, the people of Jerusalem were constantly turning to Egypt who was totally unable to help.  
God’s people will only prosper when they submit willingly to God’s purposes. 
 
 
6. A False Proverb 

Ezekiel 18: 1 – 32 
The proverb quoted in verse 2 was used to “prove” that the calamities falling on Jerusalem were not the result of 
the sins of the current inhabitants, but the consequence of sins committed by previous generations 
(Lamentations 5: 7; Jeremiah 31: 29).  God makes it clear to Ezekiel in exile, as He made it clear to Jeremiah in 
Jerusalem, that God judges us for our own sins, and not those of previous generations. 
 
 
7. The Furnace of God’s Judgement 

Ezekiel 22: 17 – 22 
Just as metals like silver, bronze, iron, lead and tin are purified in the furnace to burn away the dross, so Israel is 
being purified in the furnace of exile.  Sadly there does not appear to be much pure metal in the ore!  Almost 
everything is disappearing in the furnace (c.f. Isaiah 1: 22).  Paul applies the same message to Christian believer 
in  I Corinthians 3: 12 – 15. 
 

                                                           
15  Jeremiah was specifically forbidden by God to intercede on behalf of a people who were incapable of repenting (Jeremiah 7: 16). 
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8. Two Harlot Sisters 

Ezekiel 23: 1 – 49 
Israel and Judah are depicted as sisters named Oholah and Oholibah. 
 Oholah =  “Her own tabernacle”.  Israel’s religion was purely man-made (I Kings 12: 25 – 33). 
 Oholibah =  “My tabernacle in her”.  Jerusalem is the place of God’s choosing (Deuteronomy 12: 5;  I 

Kings 9: 3). 
Both sisters prostituted themselves in Egypt (vv. 3, 19, 20).  This is not a reference to the time spent in Egypt 
prior to the Exodus, but to their constant relying on Egypt for political and military support (Isaiah 30: 1 – 2;  
31: 1). 
 
Oholah (the big sister) was the first to discover the futility of Egypt.  She played political games with both Egypt 
and Assyria, worshipped the gods of Egypt and Assyria (especially the latter) and was eventually destroyed (vv. 
5 – 10). 
 
Oholibah (vv. 11 – 21) having seen what had happened to her sister, went even further down the same path.  She 
submitted to Assyrian religious domination under Manasseh (II Kings 21: 1 – 9), but also played games with 
Babylon (Chaldea) under Hezekiah (II Kings 20: 12 – 19).  The consequence for Judah would be the same 
judgement as that which had already fallen on Samaria (vv. 22 – 35). 
 
 
9. The Prophet’s Wife Dies 

Ezekiel 24: 15 – 27 
The Jewish priesthood was hereditary, which made marriage for priests more or less obligatory.  Jeremiah had 
been forbidden to marry and have children, because of the calamities which were to fall on Jerusalem (Jeremiah 
16: 1 – 4).  Ezekiel was married but loses his wife “the desire of his eyes” while still young and attractive.  God 
warns him of his wife’s impending death and forbids him to mourn. 
 
When asked why he was not mourning his wife in the normal way, Ezekiel explains that Jerusalem “the desire 
of your eyes” is about to die and most of her inhabitants with her.  This will be God’s judgement and therefore 
mourning is totally inappropriate. 
 
 
10. Judgement on the Whole World 

Like Jeremiah and Isaiah, Ezekiel pronounces God’s universal judgement on every nation that rejects God’s 
Word and turns against God’s people: 
 
Ezekiel 25: 1 – 7  Judgement on Ammon because of their mockery of Israel and Judah 
 
Ezekiel 25: 8 – 11  Judgement on Moab because they refuse to recognise Judah as God’s chosen 

people. 
 
Ezekiel 25: 12 – 14  Judgement on Edom because of their attacks on Jerusalem. 
 
Ezekiel 25: 15 – 17  Judgement on Philistia because of their avenging themselves on their defeat in the 

days of Saul and David. 
 
Ezekiel 26 – 28  Judgement on Tyre and Sidon because they mocked Jerusalem. 
 
Ezekiel 29 – 32  Judgement on Egypt because of her pride, arrogance and self-confidence. 
 
Ezekiel 35   Judgement on Mount Seir in the land of Edom, because Edom (the descendants of 

Esau) have kept up an ancient hatred for the children of Jacob (Israel), Esau’s 
bother. 
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11. The Valley of Dry Bones 

Ezekiel 36: 1 – 38 
Ezekiel is first of all called to speak to the mountains and rivers of Israel and Judah that have become desolate 
and have been plundered by other nations (vv. 1 – 5).  All this was God’s judgement on their sin, their idolatry, 
their blood-shedding, their rebellion against the LORD.  However, not for Israel’s sake, but for the sake of 
God’s holy Name (v. 21) He will renew and restore His people.  He will give them a new heart and put His 
Spirit within them (vv. 26 – 27).  He will cleanse them from all their sins (v. 33). The ruins will be rebuilt and 
the land restored (v. 35). 
 
Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14 
Ezekiel sees a vision of a valley of dry bones.  Israel is dead, dried up and no more than a heap of bones.  
However, as the prophet speaks God’s Word, the bones come together and become a vast army of God’s people.  
Ezekiel then prophesies to the wind (ruach = wind and/or spirit) and the life of the Spirit begins to flow in the 
people of God. 
 
Ezekiel 37: 15 – 28 
The prophet is called to take two sticks representing Israel and Judah.  In binding them together he prophesies 
the coming together of all God’s people into one nation, under one king of the line of David (c.f. Eph. 1: 10). 
 
12. Gog of the Land of Magog 

Ezekiel chapters 38 – 39 
Gog    This may be a corruption of Gyges, the king of Lydia in the 8th Century BC, who 

became legendary as a result of his great conquests. 
 
Magog   Is clearly derived from “Gog” and simply means “the land of Gog”. 
 
The Prince of Rosh  No such place as Rosh is known.  However, the word “rosh” in Hebrew means 

head.  The phrase should then possibly be translated as “Head Prince” or “Supreme 
Prince”. Some English translations do translate the expression in this way. 

 
Meschech & Tubar  Both cities are in Anatolia (Turkey), South of the Black Sea (see Ezekiel 32: 26).  

Both were conquered by Gyges. 
 
In this apocalyptic vision of the end times, Ezekiel sees: 
 
1. Israel living in perfect peace, totally unprotected, with no thought that anyone is likely to attack (v. 11).  

This is clearly not a reference to the present generation (in 2016) in which Israel is one of the most 
heavily fortified countries in the world! 

 
2. Gog will be allied with Persia (Iran), Cush (Ethiopia) and Put (Libya)16. 
 
3. Gomer (v. 6) is almost certainly the same people as are called “The House of Togarmah” in Ezekiel 27: 

14 and Genesis 10: 3.  These are likely to be a Cimmerian people from the Caucasus, who invaded Asia 
Minor (Turkey) in the 8th Century BC. 

 
4. The inhabitants of Israel at the time of this massive invasion are described as those who have been 

released from captivity (v. 8). 
 
5. Gog’s army will be destroyed, not by the superior military might of Israel, but by divine intervention. 
 i. Gog’s allies will turn on one another (Ezekiel 38: 21) 
 ii. The LORD will pour down natural disasters, which will destroy Gog’s vast army (Ezekiel 38: 22). 
 iii. Gog’s homeland (Magog) will also suffer a natural catastrophe (Ezekiel 39: 6). 
 
6. The people of Israel will create a huge burial mound for their enemies – a process that will last seven 

months. 
 

                                                           
16  National frontiers are extremely flexible and have changed dramatically over the centuries.  The modern states with which the 

Biblical names are identified are only accurate in a very general sense. 
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7. For seven years, Israel will live on the weapons and other goods left behind by the destroyed army. 
 
8. With the exception of Cush, all the lands which are to come against Israel are currently dominated by 

Islam.  If we identify Cush with Sudan, rather than Ethiopia17, then this ceases to be the exception. 
 
 
13. The New Temple 

Ezekiel chapters 40 – 46 
There is a complete contrast between Ezekiel’s vision of the New Jerusalem and that of John in Revelation 21.  
In John’s vision there is no temple18, because God and the Lamb are its temple (Rev. 21: 22).  Ezekiel’s vision, 
however, is totally dominated by a new temple – a temple which has never been built19.  There are those who 
believe that one day the people of Israel will demolish the Dome of the Rock shrine in Jerusalem and replace it 
with Ezekiel’s temple.  The more likely interpretation of this vision is that it represents the new temple which 
Jesus came to build, the temple of His own body, the Church (John 2: 19; Ephesians 2: 21;  I Peter 2: 4 – 5).  If, 
however, this latter is true, it is not easy to see how one can interpret the detailed dimensions given by Ezekiel in 
these chapters and apply them to the church. 
 
Ezekiel 43: 1 – 9 
In Ezekiel 8: 1 – 18 the prophet saw the glory of the LORD departing from the temple.  He now sees the glory 
returning to the new temple and abiding there for ever.  There are, however, conditions attached.  God’s glory 
departed from the old temple because of the peoples’ idolatry (v. 7) and because they established their own 
religious practices and concepts alongside God’s Word (v. 8).  God’s glory will only return and remain if God’s 
people do things in God’s way. 
 
Ezekiel 44 : 1 – 3 
a) The glory of the LORD has entered by the East Gate, therefore no human being could enter without 

profaning it.  Only the Prince may enter by this gate, and even he must enter by a small side door.  The 
Prince may use this gate, because he is God’s vice-regent on earth.   

 
b) In Ezekiel’s vision the glory of the LORD enters the temple, and will never again depart.  Therefore the 

gate by which the glory entered will remain permanently closed. 
 
Ezekiel 44: 10 – 16 
Judgement on unfaithful priests and blessings on the house of Zadok.  Zadok was a priest in David’s time 
alongside Abiathar (II Sam. 8: 17;  15: 24 ff).  He supported Solomon’s succession and therefore receives God’s 
blessing.  The line of Zadok continued right up to 171 BC when Antiochus IV, for political reasons, transferred 
the High Priesthood to Menelaus20 who was of the tribe of Benjamin.  The Qumran community looked to the 
restoration of the Zadok Priesthood.  God, however, chose a different line – the line of Melchizedek (Psalm 110: 
4; Hebrews 5: 6 – 10;  6: 20;  7: 1  - 21). 
 
 

                                                           
17  The Bible does not make any separate mention of Sudan, and the land now governed by Sudan, has at different times been part of 

Egypt and/or part of Ethiopia.  It was usually referred to as Nubia, though you will not find this name in your Bible! 
 
18  There are a lot of references in Revelation to the temple, but these seem to refer to the true temple in heaven, of which the 

Jerusalem temple was only a shadow  (Hebrews 8: 5).  References to the temple in Revelation are: 7:15;  11: 1 – 2;   11:19;   14:15 
– 17;  15:5 – 8;  16:1 and 16:17. 

 
19  The temple built by the returning exiles at the time of Zechariah and Haggai, was much smaller and not nearly as magnificent as 

that depicted by Ezekiel.  Herod’s temple, which was built for political reasons, not only did not last very long, but nor was it 
designed according to Ezekiel’s vision. 

 
20  You will find references to this in the Apocrypha – II Maccabees 4: 23 – 5: 27. 
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14. The River of Life 

Ezekiel 47: 1 – 12 
The links between this vision and that in Revelation 22: 1 – 2 are strong – it is obviously the same river which is 
seen in both visions. 
 
v. 1  The river flows from the temple – God Himself is its source. 
 
vv. 3 – 5 The river gets deeper as it flows, even though it has only one source.  God’s people, like the 

prophet, are called to get deeper and deeper into the life of the Spirit, until such time as they are 
completely out of their depth. 

 
vv. 8 – 10 The river brings life wherever it flows – even into the Dead Sea. 
 
v. 11  The Dead Sea was, and still is, an important source of salt, which in modest quantities is vital for 

life, especially in a hot climate.  Although the Dead Sea will become a living sea, its marshes will 
still provide the supplies of salt needed by God’s people.  See Ezekiel 43: 24 for the use of salt in 
Israel’s worship. 

 
vv. 7 & 12 The Tree of Life stood in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2: 9).  It has now been transplanted to the 

New Jerusalem, where it has multiplied21.  It will bear fruit all your round and its leaves will bring 
healing. 

 
 
15. The Gates of the City 

Ezekiel 48: 30 – 35 
Revelation 21: 12 – 13 
 
The New Jerusalem stands four-square and has twelve gates, each gate bearing the name of one of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 
 
1. For Ezekiel this is a reinforcement of the message that God is reuniting His people in a single Kingdom. 
 
2. For the Christian both visions are a reminder that for Gentiles, entry into the Kingdom is by becoming 

children of Abraham by faith (Galatians 3: 7).  Gentiles are wild olive branches that have been grafted 
onto God’s olive tree of Israel (Romans 11: 17). 

 
3. Jerusalem is given a new name: The LORD is there (JHWH Shamma).  Although John’s vision does not 

rename Jerusalem, He is informed that the Lord is personally present in the city (Rev. 21: 22) hence there 
is no need of a temple, since the temple is only a symbol of God’s presence. 

                                                           
21  In Revelation 22: 2 it is spoken of as a single tree, but it grows on either side of the river. 
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The Prophet Daniel 
 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1. Daniel the Prophet 

Jesus is the only person who refers to Daniel as a prophet (Matthew 24: 15;  Mark 13: 14).  He was never so 
regarded by the compilers of the Jewish Bible, where the book appears among “The Writings”.  However, since 
the authority of Jesus is higher than that of any other authority, it seems reasonable to accept Daniel in the way 
Jesus did!  Daniel certainly fulfilled a prophetic ministry, in that he brought the Word of God to the leaders of 
the nation in which he was living (Babylon and Persia), and he spoke of things of the future that God had 
revealed to him. 
 
At the same time Daniel has suffered at the hands of the many sincere commentators who have tried to use his 
visions to work out the date of the Second Coming of Christ, and of the end of the world.  I will submit to the 
authority of Jesus on this issue.  When the Apostles asked Jesus: "Lord, will You at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?" He told them to mind their own business: "It is not for you to know times or seasons which 
the Father has put in His own authority.”   Acts 1: 6 – 8.   He told them instead to spend their time and energy 
on getting on with the task of taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
 
 
2. The Purposes of God in History 

There is, however a much more important aspect to the eschatological nature of Daniel than merely trying to 
work out the dates and times of the Second Coming.  An absolute confidence fills this book from start to finish 
that it is God alone who is the Lord of History.  Nothing that the might of human kingdoms and empires can 
throw against the people of God will ever overthrow or undermine the plan and purposes of God. 
 
It is generally believed that the book of Daniel became popular at the time when Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria 
was seeking to destroy the Jewish faith in Judea. Throughout the history of the Church, persecuted believers 
have turned frequently to this book, and found strength to press on in the face of violent opposition.  During the 
days of communist oppression in the then USSR, preachers were forbidden to preach from the book of Daniel 
and other Scriptures which speak of the last things.   Daniel, like Revelation, makes it clear that the tyrants of 
this world are doomed to destruction, and that the people of God are destined to share in the glorious victory of 
God over all forms of godlessness. 
 
3. The Language of Daniel 

Daniel is unique in the Old Testament, in that in its original form it was not written entirely in Hebrew.  The 
first chapter and the first three and a half verses of chapter 2 are written in Hebrew.  Daniel 1: 4 says: The 
Chaldeans spoke to them in Aramaic …” From this point onwards, to the end of chapter 7, the book of Daniel is 
written in Aramaic22.  From chapter 8 onwards it reverts to Hebrew.   
 
4. Cyrus or Darius? 

The book of Daniel creates great problems for the critical scholar when it comes to a discussion of the name of 
the emperor who conquered Babylon.  Was he called Cyrus or Darius?  During the reigns of which emperors did 
Daniel exercise his ministry?  The rulers of the Empire of the Medes and the Persians were: 
 550 – 530 BC  Cyrus of Persia (he conquered Babylon in 539 BC) 
 530 – 522 BC  Cambyses  
 522 – 486 BC  Darius I (a distant cousin of Cambyses) 
 486 – 465 BC  Xerxes 
 465 – 424 BC  Artaxerxes I (also called Ahaseurus).  He married Esther. 
 424 – 404 BC  Darius II (brother of Artaxerxes) 
 404 – 359 BC  Artaxerxes II 
 359 – 338 BC  Artaxerxes III 
 338 – 335 BC  Arses 
 335 – 331 BC  Darius III – during his time the empire was conquered by Alexander the Great. 
                                                           
22  Aramaic was one of the major languages of the Middle East.  It was used in the Assyrian Empire for official documents, and 

continued right through the time of Alexander the Great when it was largely replaced by Greek.  It was, however, still spoken in 
Palestine during the time of the Roman Empire, and was the everyday language used by Jesus. 
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The relevant references in the book of Daniel are: 
 
Daniel 1:21   Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus. 
Daniel 6:28   So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
Daniel 10:1   In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel, whose name was 

called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but the appointed time was long; and he understood 
the message, and had understanding of the vision. 

Daniel 5:31   And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 
Daniel 6:1   It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the whole 

kingdom; 
Daniel 9:1   In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made 

king over the realm of the Chaldeans. 
Daniel 11:1   Also in the first year of Darius the Mede, I, even I, stood up to confirm and strengthen him. 
 
If Daniel was a teenager when he arrived in Babylon in 605 BC (let’s say he was 15) then by the time the 
Babylonian empire collapsed under attack from the Medes and Persians he would, in 539 BC, have been 81 
years of age.  If the Darius who is mentioned is Darius I (522 – 486 BC) then Daniel would have been 98 when 
Darius came to the throne and 134 when Darius died.  If Daniel 9: 1 refers to Darius II (424 – 404 BC), who was 
the brother rather than the son of Ahasuerus/Artaxerxes, then Daniel would have been 196 at the start of this 
king’s reign. 
 
It is certainly true that prior to the flood many men lived to a very old age.  However, when the Bible records 
that Moses died at the age of 120, it does so because this was not the norm23.  Psalm 90: 10 states that the years 
of our life are normally between 70 and 80 depending on our strength and state of health.  After the flood, the 
normal maximum life span is declared by God to be 120 years (Genesis 6: 3). 
 
How then do we account for the references to the various kings under whom Daniel served, and the dates during 
which we know that they reigned?   The most likely solution is to see all these references to Darius and Cyrus, 
to be references to one and the same man.  The empire which overthrew Babylon was a united empire of Medes 
and Persians.  It is not at all impossible that Darius the Mede, having taken control of the united empire adopted 
the name Cyrus when ruling over the Persian half of his empire, Cyrus being a common name in Persia24.  The 
reference to him as the son of Artaxerxes/Ahasuerus25 merely implies that this was his father’s name, and does 
not necessarily mean that his father was King Artaxerxes.  In the Persian Empire there were two kings called 
Artaxerxes and one called Xerxes, so this was obviously a common name. 
 
If we accept this hypothesis, then: 
a) Daniel 6:28 should read: “So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius who was also known as Cyrus 

the Persian”.   
 
b) Daniel 1:21 means exactly what it says that  “Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.” and 

died in his early 80’s some time after Cyrus came to the throne, though not in his first year, since the 
vision of Daniel 10 : 1 was received in the 3rd year of that king’s reign. 

 
c) Daniel 9: 1 says what it appears to say that it was Darius (a.k.a. Cyrus) who was the first Persian emperor 

to take control of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire. 
 
All this now fits in with what we know of secular historical records, and does not require Daniel to live until he 
was nearly 200! 

                                                           
23  Aaron was 123 (Numbers 33: 39) and Sarah, Abraham’s wife, was 127 (Genesis 23: 1). 
 
24  James VI of Scotland was known as James I of England; and there are a few Scottish purists who regard our present Monarch as 

being Elizabeth I of Scotland, as it is only over England that she is the second monarch called Elizabeth! 
 
25  Secular history books normally refer to Artaxerxes, whereas the Bible uses the name Ahasuerus (e.g. Esther 1: 1).  These two words 

are merely different forms of the same name.  In the English language William IV is often referred to as King Billy; and someone 
called John is often known as Jack.  
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COMMENTARY PART  ONE 
 
1. Daniel taken into exile 

Daniel 1: 1 - 6 
Daniel was taken into Babylon with the first wave of exiles from Jerusalem, along with his friends Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah.  All four must have been of noble birth, since it was primarily the nobility and leaders of 
the nation who were the first to be exiled.  In Babylon all four were given new Babylonian names, though 
Daniel is referred to almost exclusively by his Jewish name, rather than the Babylonian name: Belteshazzar26.  
His friends, however, are much better known by their Babylonian names of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego.  
All this happened in the year 605 BC.  Jeremiah was still preaching in Jerusalem, Habakkuk had only recently 
declared that God would use Babylon to punish Judah for her sins, and within a few years Obadiah would be 
pronouncing God’s judgement on Edom. 
 
2. Daniel’s Babylonian Education 

Daniel 1: 3 – 21 
It is not stated why Nebuchadnezzar chose to appoint Jewish young men to his court, perhaps it was an attempt 
to integrate the conquered nations into his empire, perhaps it was to give him people from these communities 
whom he could use as interlocutors with the captives. 
 
Daniel and his Jewish friends, however, are not prepared to eat non kosher meat.  Had they been living within 
their own Jewish communities in exile, they would have had their own butchers and food would not have been a 
problem.  But in a totally Chaldean environment food became a major stumbling block.  God, however, 
honoured their faithfulness to Jewish food regulations, and they prospered physically, mentally and spiritually. 
 
3. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 

Daniel 2: 1 – 49 
a) Like all pagan monarchs Nebuchadnezzar was surrounded by religious advisers – magicians, astrologers, 

sorcerers no doubt from all over his vast empire, so that he could benefit from the accumulated “wisdom” 
of his conquered peoples.  Among them was this small group of Jewish young men.  They were 
obviously not, at this point, on the front line, in that they are never consulted, and know nothing about the 
problem until the universal death penalty is declared (2: 14 – 15). 

 
b) Nebuchadnezzar was no fool.  He knew that many of his advisers were charlatans, and that given the 

details of the dream, any one of them could come up with some sort of interpretation.  He wanted to 
know the truth, so he demanded that they reveal not only the interpretation, but the content of the dream 
as well.  Anyone who received that revelation would be much more likely to also have a correct 
interpretation. 

 
c) Daniel shared the situation with his three friends, together they prayed and sought the LORD and in due 

time God revealed the truth to Daniel.  There is no evidence that prior to this Daniel had moved in 
supernatural gifts, but as he and his friends sought the LORD, He answered. 

 
d) The interpretation of the dream links in with other visions which Daniel himself was to have in later 

years.  In Daniel 7 there is a totally different vision, but the interpretation is almost identical.  In chapter 
8 there is again a different vision, but the interpretation fits in perfectly with the initial revelation given in 
chapter 2.   

 i. The Head of Gold represents the Babylonian Empire which will collapse under an assault by that 
of Media/Persia. 

 ii. The chest of silver represents the empire of the Medes and the Persians.  This, in turn, fell to the 
Greek Empire of Alexander the Great. 

 iii. On Alexander’s premature death, his huge empire was divided into four parts, one of which (the 
Greek Syrian Empire) reared its head against the people of God.  This is not referred to in Daniel 
2, but is clearly foretold in Daniel 8: 8 – 14, 22.  It is also the Leopard with four heads and four 
wings of Daniel 7: 6. 

 iv. The Greek Syrian Empire fell before the might of Rome, which empire is represented by the legs 
of iron and feet mixed with clay. 

                                                           
26  Daniel 2: 26; 4: 8 – 19;  5: 12;  10: 1. 
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 v. Finally the Kingdom of God will arise, during the days of the Roman Empire, and this Kingdom 
will never pass away.   

 
e) God revealed His future plans to Nebuchadnezzar not merely to inform the Emperor of things over which 

he had no control, and would not be around to see, but to remind him that he was a finite human being.  
All the kingdoms of this world will pass away.  Only the Kingdom of God will stand for ever.  Therefore 
a wise Emperor will take note, and adjust his thinking, planning and view of himself accordingly.  
Nebuchadnezzar did none of these things.  Although he acknowledged the God of Daniel, and promoted 
Daniel to high office, nothing changed in his way of life or in his running of his vast empire, as we shall 
see in chapter 3. 

 
 
4. Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego 

Daniel 3: 1 – 30 
a) It was a normal procedure for Emperors to try to unite his conquered people into a single entity, by 

creating a central religion.  Even in the 21st Century religion is either a unifying or a divisive force in any 
community.  Where an entire community follow a single religion, there is a social and cultural unity.  
Where a community is divided between two or more religions, then the religious division almost always 
results in political unrest.  European history in the Middle Ages is one of attempting to create and 
maintain religious uniformity.  Northern Ireland, the former Yugoslavia, Iraq, India/Pakistan are all 
illustrations of ethnic and/or political divisions created by religious differences.  Nebuchadnezzar was 
obviously attempting to unite all his people by creating a central religion to which everyone could 
subscribe.  Unfortunately for Nebuchadnezzar, Jews have always refused to play this game.  Their God is 
the only true and living God, and there is no way that they are going to bow down before any other so-
called god. 

 
b) The faith of these three young Jews is amazing.  “Our God” they say “is able to deliver us from the fiery 

furnace, but even if He doesn’t, we refuse to bow down before your statue”.  (Daniel 3: 17 – 18).   c.f. 
Job 13:15  “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him”. 

 
c) In the midst of the fiery furnace Nebuchadnezzar sees a fourth figure who is “like a son of the gods”.   

The LXX27 has: “one like the son of God”, which is how NKJV translates the words.  It is almost 
certainly the pre-incarnate Son of God who is present in the fire, and not just an angel. 

 
d) Verse 23 in the LXX says: “Then these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego fell bound into 

the midst of the furnace, and walked in the mist of the flame, singing praise to God and blessing the 
Lord28.”  If  Nebuchadnezzar could hear them singing, this may be why he was astonished and rose in 
haste, as it says in v. 24. 

 
c) There are two consequences to this event: 
 i. The God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego is acknowledged by Nebuchadnezzar, and 

persecution of Jews is effectively outlawed. 
 ii. The three young men are promoted. 
 When God’s people stand firm in the face of persecution, while there have been and will continue to be 

many that pay the ultimate price for their faithfulness, the long-term consequences for God’s people are 
always beneficial.   

 
 
 When the Gospel first reached Madagascar (a huge island off the south-east coast of Africa) many were 

saved.  Almost immediately they began to be persecuted by the tribal queen.  Believers were thrown into 
pits and had boiling water poured on them, some were bound and thrown from the top of cliffs, others 
were burned alive.  As a result most believers fled into the forest where they kept their faith by reading 
hand-written copies of the New Testament.  When eventually the queen died, and believers were free to 
leave the forest, the Church was twenty times larger than it had been when the persecution began. 

 
                                                           
27  LXX is the usual way in which books of Christian theology and Biblical interpretation refer to the Septuagint – a Greek translation 

of the Hebrew Bible (what we refer to as the Old Testament).  LXX is the way the Romans wrote the number “70”, and Septuagint 
is their word for “seventy”.  Tradition says that the translation was produced by a group of 70 (or 72) scholars. 

 
28  C.f. Paul and Silas in prison in Philippi (Acts 16: 25). 
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5. The Madness of King Nebuchadnezzar 

Daniel 4: 1 - 37 
Chapter four is written as if it were Nebuchadnezzar himself who is speaking.  This is almost certainly simply 
the literary style of the writer of the book of Daniel, since Nebuchadnezzar’s secular records make no mention 
of this madness – a fact which is hardly surprising.  Dictators do not normally advertise their weaknesses! 
 
a) Nebuchadnezzar has a second dream.  The first dream concerned empires and kingdoms and the future of 

the world.  This second dream concerns the King himself.  He has already been warned of the fragility of 
even the mightiest world empire.  Even before anyone is able to interpret this second dream, one suspects 
that he knew in his heart of hearts that it concerned the fragility of the rulers of these empires, and in 
particular the fragility of the mighty Nebuchadnezzar himself. 

 
b) Once again we are reminded of the inability of the sorcerers and magicians of this world to reveal the 

secret plans of God.  Only Daniel is able to do so, and he can only do this by consulting his God, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar describes as “The Holy God.” 

 
c) By the time of this second dream, Nebuchadnezzar had completed the magnificent building work which 

he had undertaken (see verse 30).  Babylon was now one of the greatest wonders of the ancient world.  
Nebuchadnezzar is the most famous king of Babylon and took his empire to the very height of its power 
and glory. 

 
d) It may well be that the other magicians and soothsayers had a fair inkling of what the dream meant, but 

that none of them was willing to say so, for fear of antagonising the king.  Kings usually demand good 
and favourable words to be spoken to them by their religious advisers.  Daniel is also afraid (v. 19) but 
takes courage and speaks out the Word of the LORD. 

 
e) Nebuchadnezzar is to be struck down with temporary madness29, a madness that will last until he 

acknowledges the sovereignty of God.  Twelve months later (verse 29) all this came to pass exactly as 
foretold by Daniel. 

 
6. Belshazzar’s Feast 

Daniel 5: 1 - 31 
a) Many years have passed between chapters 4 and 5.  Nebuchadnezzar was effectively the first Emperor of 

Babylon (an empire built largely during his father’s time).  Belshazzar was the last man to rule the 
empire. 

 605 – 562 BC  Nebuchadnezzar  
 562 – 560 BC  Evil-Merodach (Nebuchadnezzar’s son – II Kings 25: 27 – 30) 
 560 – 556 BC  Nerglissar (son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar) 
 556 BC  Labashi-Marduk (son of Nerglissar – deposed after less than one year on the 

throne). 
 556 – 539 BC  Nabonidus (2nd son of Nerglissar) 
 547 – 539 BC  Belshazzar30 – Prince Regent 
 
b) Nabonidus spent more than half of his reign campaigning in Arabia, and did not return home until after 

the fall of Babylon.  During the latter half of his reign, he handed over executive authority to his son, 
who is referred to in Babylonian records as “Crown Prince” rather than king, though to all intents and 
purposes, it was he who governed the empire. 

 
c) Belshazzar made a promise to Daniel and to anyone else able to read and interpret the writing on the 

wall.  He promised to make them third in his kingdom – Daniel 5: 7.  This is another reminder that 
Belshazzar was only Prince Regent.  Nabonidus was number one, Belshazzar was number two.  Daniel, 
for a few hours, became number three. 

                                                           
29  George III of England (1760 – 1820) was afflicted with a recurring temporary madness, which is today believed to have been 

caused by the disease porphyria.  We have no means of knowing what might have cause Nebuchadnezzar’s temporary insanity, as 
we have very little evidence to work on. 

 
30  For centuries no one had ever heard of Belshazzar.  Critical scholars of the 19th Century saw references to him as just “one more 

error in the Bible”.  It is only fairly recently that records have been uncovered bearing his name, and indicating that he was the 
effective ruler of Babylon during its final years. 
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d) Belshazzar was even worse than the British Prince Regent31.  From 1810 to 1820 the Prince of Wales 
ruled Britain in place of his father George III, who was declared too insane to rule.  The Prince Regent of 
Britain and the Prince Regent of Babylon, were both drunken dissipates.  Belshazzar was given to 
organising orgies for his friends.  It is one such orgy that is recorded in Daniel chapter 5.  Belshazzar 
used the gold and silver vessels which had been taken from the temple in Jerusalem by his “father” 
Nebuchadnezzar32.  These vessels had been set apart for the exclusive use of God.  Therefore Belshazzar 
was guilty of profaning that which was holy.  When we gave our lives to Jesus, we also dedicated them 
to be used for His service and for no other purpose.  This is what is meant by holiness.  The writing is on 
the wall for all who take a life dedicated to Jesus, and profane it!  

 
d) While Belshazzar and his friends were taking part in this final orgy, the army of the Medes and Persians 

was on the doorstep of Babylon.  They dammed up the river Euphrates which ran through the centre of 
Babylon, and once the river bed had run dry, they marched in under cover of darkness and took the city.  
The writing on the wall for Belshazzar had said:  “Your days are numbered”.  It was not only his last 
orgy, it was also his last day on earth. 

 
 
7. Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

Daniel 6: 1 – 28 
If we take this story as taking place during the reign of  Cyrus – the one who issued the proclamation allowing 
all the exiled people to return to their home countries (II Chronicles 36: 22 – 23;  Ezra 1: 1 – 4) – then it makes 
perfect sense. 
 
a) Daniel had been promoted to the highest rank in the land by Belshazzar, who had just been overthrown 

by Cyrus.  Under normal circumstances you would expect Daniel to be one of the first to be executed by 
the new regime, in order to allow Cyrus to put his own men in positions of power and influence.  Cyrus, 
however, had a totally different policy.  He used the men who were already in power, and who knew the 
ropes, to remain in power, provided obviously that they transferred their loyalty to him. 

 
b) This created jealousy among those who were part of Cyrus’ Median and Persian entourage, and who 

expected to share the spoils of the newly conquered territories. Because the Spirit of the LORD was upon 
Daniel he prospered, and was standing in line for serious promotion.  This further enraged his rivals.  
Hence the plot recorded in this chapter. 

 
c) “The Law of the Medes and the Persians” is alluded to in Esther 1: 19 and 8: 8.  Many years later, during 

the reign of Darius III, the king put to death a man whom he knew to be innocent.  “Immediately he 
repented and blamed himself as having greatly erred; but it was not possible to undo what was done by 
royal authority”33 

  
d) Daniel refused to compromise on the issue of prayer, as he had refused to compromise on the issue of 

food in Chapter 1.  When it came to obedience to the law of the land, Daniel had shown himself to be 
above reproach (Daniel 6: 4);  but for him, there was a higher law – the law of God, and where the two 
clashed it was God’s law that prevailed.   

 

                                                           
31  Prince George (eventually George IV [1820 – 1830]) was an impulsive character, given to extravagance and excess, and who was 

rather over-fond of alcohol. Some of his excesses have become national treasures, such as the Brighton Pavilion, a wild imitation of 
far eastern architecture. He had several mistresses, one of whom, Mrs. Fitzherbert, he is alleged to have secretly married. An 
underground passage links the Brighton Pavilion with her house close by. When the Prince Regent finally became king, he was at 
the centre of a public relations fiasco when he tried to prevent his estranged wife, Caroline, from attending the Coronation. Then 
came a messy and unsuccessful divorce trial, where Caroline came out much the better in popular opinion than the king. 

 
32  The book of Daniel constantly refers to Nebuchadnezzar as Belshazzar’s “father”.  This is in exactly the same way that the Messiah 

is referred to as “The Son of David”.  Belshazzar was actually Nebuchadnezzar’s great grandson. 
 
33  The quotation is from Diodorus Siculus xvii.30 and is quoted by Joyce G. Baldwin in her commentary on Daniel (Tyndale Old 

Testament Commentaries; Leicester 1978).  Diodorus Siculus was a historian from Cyprus c. 90 – 21 BC. He was essentially a 
compiler travelling through Asia and Europe, collecting information for his book called Bibliotheca Historica (Historical Library).  
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e) When Solomon was dedicating the temple he prayed: “whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made 
by anyone … (who) spreads out his hands toward this temple:  then hear from heaven Your dwelling 
place.”   Daniel had obviously taken this literally, and was in the habit of praying towards Jerusalem, 
even though for most of his life time there had been no temple in that city.  He could have continued to 
pray, but in secret.  This, however, would have been to give in to his enemies, who would only have 
found some other means of attacking him.  He faced the issue head on, challenging his enemies to do 
their worst, placing his confidence in God. 

 
f) Daniel was by this time an old man.  He had been in Babylon since 605 BC and it was now 550 BC – he 

must have been into his seventies.  He would not therefore fear death itself, although being eaten by lions 
is probably not a pleasant way of dying! 

 
g) The king realised that the law which he had signed was only a ploy to attack Daniel.  But having sealed 

the decree it could not be undone.  Therefore, having had Daniel thrown into the lion’s den, he spent the 
night in fasting and sleeplessness.  The text does not say that he prayed – but one suspects that he was 
praying fervently, and maybe even to the God of Daniel, in spite of the decree which he had signed 
forbidding prayer to anyone but himself.   He almost certainly signed the decree as a means of creating 
religious unity in his kingdom, much as Nebuchadnezzar had commanded everyone to worship the 
golden statue (Daniel 3).  If Cyrus had been in any doubt he now knew for certain that it was pointless 
people praying to him, because he was helpless to answer their prayers! 

 
h) It is not clear whether the king’s words in Daniel 6: 16 “Your God will deliver you” were spoken out of 

absolute confidence that He would, or whether it was rather a wishful hope. 
 
j) Once the king discovers that the LORD has delivered Daniel, he commands everyone in his empire to 

respect the God of Daniel, and Daniel’s enemies are fed to the lions, which by this time are probably 
quite hungry! 

 
k) Verse 28 says (NKJV) “So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the 

Persian.”  We have already indicated that this was almost certainly one and the same man. 
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COMMENTARY  PART  TWO 
 
Chapters 1 – 6 record events which took place during Daniel’s life-time and demonstrate Daniel’s ability to 
interpret dreams and visions which God grants to other people.  Chapters 7 – 12 record visions which Daniel 
himself received during the final years of the Babylonian empire, in the days of Belshazzar, and the early years 
of the empire of the Medes and the Persians, during the reign of Cyrus/Darius. 
 
1. The Vision of the Four Beasts 

Daniel 7: 1 – 28 
This vision occurred somewhere around the year 547 BC, while Babylon still ruled the Middle East and about 
half way through the reign of Nabonidus – this being the point at which Nabonidus went off on a military 
campaign to Arabia and left his son Belshazzar looking after  his crumbling empire. 
 
a) The lion with an eagle’s wings represents the Babylonian empire 
 
b) The bear tearing its prey was already on the horizon when Daniel received this vision – it represented the 

might of the Medes and the Persians. 
 
c) The third beast – a leopard with four heads and four wings represented the Greek empire of Alexander 

the Great – an empire which was not even dreamt about in the days of Daniel, but which in due course 
was to conquer the eastern world as far as the river Hindus in India/Pakistan. When Alexander died in 
323 BC his empire was divided into four parts, between his various generals – hence the four heads and 
the four wings. 

 
d) Finally a great and terrible beast arose with ten horns.  This is almost certainly the same kingdom which 

is seen in John’s vision – Revelation 12: 3;  13: 1;  17: 3 – 16.  It represents the Roman Empire which 
conquered a large part of Alexander’s empire. 

 
e) In the days of the Roman Empire the Messiah will appear.  It is however, at this point that it is obvious 

that Daniel’s vision has not been fulfilled in its entirety.  The Messiah in Daniel’s vision is “One like a 
Son of Man” who comes on the clouds of glory and is given dominion over all the kingdoms of this 
world.  His coming brings about the final judgement of this world when God will sit on His judgement 
throne and the books will be opened from which men and nations will be judged. 

 
f) The final days of this world will be marked by violent persecution of “the saints”.  For Daniel this meant 

the righteous remnant of Jews who, in spite of everything, remained faithful to the LORD.  Most 
Christian commentators, see the reference to the saints who are in Christ – Jew and Gentile alike.  This 
will be the “great tribulation” referred to by Jesus (Matthew 24; Mark 13) and revealed to John 
(Revelation chapters 2 & 7). 

 
g) Jesus frequently used the title “Son of Man” which by the time of the New Testament had become a 

recognised title for the Messiah as seen by Daniel.  Jesus’ coming on the clouds of heaven refers not to 
His incarnation in Bethlehem, but to His Second Coming at the end of time as King and Judge (Matthew 
24: 30;  25: 31;   26: 64). 

 
h) In Revelation 14: 8;  16:19;  17: 5;  18: 2  - 21 the great power which will dominate the world at the end 

of time is described as Babylon, which in I Peter 5: 13 is presumed to refer to Rome.  In reality 
“Babylon” in Scripture represents the powers of this world organised in opposition to the Word of God.  
Over the centuries of world history many kingdoms and empires have been controlled by the spirit of 
Babylon.  In New Testament days the Roman Empire was “Babylon”.  There are those who see the 
European Union (which came into being as the “Common Market” at the Treaty of Rome) as the 
Babylon of our day.  There are even those who see Europe as the final Babylon, and that this is the 
generation which will see the return of Christ.  The truth is that every kingdom and republic of this world 
is a “Babylon”.  They are all, from the smallest to the largest, man-centred and concerned with power 
rather than with the will of God.  Even those nations which have in the past given lip-service to the 
Christian faith and claimed to be “Christian countries” practiced policies vastly removed from the 
teachings of Jesus in the Gospels.  
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j) It is important to note that in every generation there have been those who were totally convinced that 
theirs was the final generation34, and so far they have all been wrong!  Since Jesus warned us that He 
would come like a thief in the night, it is reasonable to suppose that the final generation will be the one in 
the whole of history that did not believe they were living in the end times! 

 
 
2. The Vision of the Ram and Goat 

Daniel 8: 1 – 27 
This vision takes place two years after that recorded in chapter 7.  It gives greater details of the events foretold 
in that earlier vision.  The interpretation of the vision is given by the Angel Gabriel35 (Daniel 8: 16). 
 
a) The ram represents the empire of the Medes and the Persians (Daniel 8: 20) which would within a very 

few years overthrow Babylon. 
 
b) The goat represents the empire of Alexander the Great, who between 336 and 323 BC marched from 

Macedonia in the north of Greece, right across Turkey, down through Palestine into Egypt, then across 
the whole of the Middle East. 

 
c) The great horn that is between the goat’s eyes represents Alexander himself.  He died of a fever in 

Babylon on his way home from his conquests.  His horn is broken and replaced by four smaller horns 
(Daniel 8: 22) which would not have the same power as Alexander had. 

 
d) One of these four horns, however, would grow strong in the south, the east and toward the “Glorious 

Land” – clearly a reference to Israel.  This prophecy was fulfilled when the Syrian part of Alexander’s 
empire took control of the whole of Palestine and Egypt under the Seleucid dynasty.  One of their 
number Antiochus Epiphanes (a name which means Manifestation of God) set out to destroy the Jewish 
faith.  He sacrificed pigs on the altar of Jerusalem, scattered their blood all round the temple.  He forbade 
circumcision and erected a pagan idol in the temple.  This idol was referred to by Daniel as “The 
abomination of desolation36” (Daniel 11: 31;  12: 11).  Jesus warned His followers that something similar 
would happen and that they should see this as a warning to flee Jerusalem (Matthew 24: 15 – 16).  Jesus’ 
prophecy was fulfilled in 70 AD when the Roman army entered Jerusalem and erected a Roman standard, 
bearing the image of a pagan god, in the temple.  Most Christians believe that there is yet to be a third 
fulfilment of the prophecy which will presage the return of Christ. 

 
 
3. Daniel’s Prayer for the People 

Daniel 9: 1 – 19 
Following on from the discussion in the introduction (para. 4) we are assuming that the revelation recorded in 
this chapter came to Daniel in the year 605 BC. 
 
a) Jeremiah 25: 11 – 12; 29: 10 foretell the length of the exile in Babylon to be seventy years.  If we are 

talking about the first year of Cyrus, then the seventy years are almost up, and so Daniel sets himself to 
pray for the Jewish peoples who are by this time scattered all over the known world. 

 
b) His prayer is a prayer of confession for his own sins and for those of the people.  This is typical of the 

prophetic ministry – Daniel identifies himself completely with the people.  He was only a young man 
when the first exiles arrived in Babylon, and therefore it is unlikely that his personal contribution to the 
sins which had caused the exile was very great.  Nevertheless he is one with the people. He seeks the 
forgiveness of God for his people’s sins, and prays for the restoration of Jerusalem as promised. 

 

                                                           
34  When the world was approaching the year 1000 everyone believed that they were about to enter the Millennium predicted in 

Revelation 20.  Martin Luther believed that the Protestant Reformation was the precursor of the return of Christ.  John Wesley saw 
the Evangelical Awakening of the 18th Century as the final revival before the Second Coming.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses during the 
20th Century produced a whole variety of dates which they had calculated with unfailing accuracy (!) from the figures given in 
Daniel. 

 
35  This reference along with the reference in Daniel 9: 21 are the only references to Gabriel other than those recorded by Luke when 

he appeared both to Zechariah and to Mary. 
 
36  An account of this event can be found in I Maccabees 1: 54 - 55. 
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4. The Answer to Daniel’s Prayer 

Daniel 9: 20 – 27 
 
a) The moment the man of God began to pray, God began to answer that prayer (Daniel 9: 23).  Our God is 

swift to answer the prayers of His people.  The answer comes via the intermediary of the Angel Gabriel. 
 
b) Gabriel explains that the seventy years of Jeremiah’s prophecy, as well as having a literal and immediate 

fulfilment in the return of the exiles to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the temple, also has a symbolic 
interpretation for the future. 

 
c) The numbers quoted in verses 24 – 27 are not easy to interpret.  Greater commentators than I have 

struggled to make sense of them!  In Leviticus 25: 8 “seven weeks of years” means 49 years.  Therefore 
“seventy weeks of years” would logically mean 490 years.   490 years after the start of the exile brings us 
to c. 185 BC, the middle of the Seleucid era, when efforts were being made to destroy the Jewish faith. 

 
d) The gist of the revelation is this: 
 i. The exiles will return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple (verse 25). 
 ii. After a period of time represented by seven weeks and sixty-two weeks the Messiah will come to 

a restored Jerusalem  (verse 25). 
 iii. Between the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the coming of the Messiah, Jerusalem will once again 

pass through troubled times (end of verse 25).  
 iv. The Messiah will be killed (literally “be cut off”) but this will not be because of anything which 

he has done (verse 26a). 
 v. Jerusalem and its temple shall once again be destroyed, which will be followed by a time of great 

trouble (verse 26).   
 vi. “He” shall confirm a covenant with many for a period represented by “one week”.  It is not 

entirely clear who is meant by “he”.  In verse 25 the Messiah is described as “The Prince”, but 
“the prince” in verse 26 appears more to represent an anti-Christ figure.  While the Messiah when 
He came did make a covenant with many (Matthew 26: 28), it seems more likely that Daniel is 
being told of a godless covenant made with the enemies of God’s people. 

 vii. In the middle of the “one week” of this covenant, sacrifices in the temple will come to an end, and 
the abomination of desolation shall appear. 

 
e) The facts of history: 
 550 – 336 BC  The empire of the Medes and the Persians 
    Temple and Jerusalem rebuilt.  Many Jews return to the land now known as Judea. 
 336 – 323 BC  The Greek Empire of Alexander the Great.  Greek (pagan) influences strong 

throughout the empire, including Judea.  Serious attempts to “hellenise” Jewish 
culture. 

 323 – 201 BC  Judea was controlled from Egypt by the Ptolemies, descendants of one of 
Alexander’s generals. 

 201 – 166 BC  The Seleucids conquered Egypt and took control of Judea.  They sought to destroy 
the Jewish faith – especially Antiochus Epiphanes (175 – 163 BC) who desecrated 
the temple. 

 166 – 63 BC  The Maccabees – Freedom fighters overcame the Seleucids, and for a very brief 
period establish a free and independent Jewish state.  The temple was cleansed and 
worship restored. 

 63 BC – 70 AD Judea was part of the Roman Empire. 
    Jesus the Messiah was born around 6 BC. 
 27 AD   Jesus the Messiah died (not for his own sins) and rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven where He is seated at the right hand of the Father – 

reigning in glory. 
 70 AD   Jerusalem overthrown by the Romans, the temple destroyed, as foretold by Jesus 

and by Daniel (Daniel  9: 26).  The Roman General Titus entered the Holy of Holies 
carrying a Roman standard which would have borne the image of a pagan god.  
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5. Spiritual Battles in Heavenly Places 

Daniel 10: 10 – 14. 
In these few verses we are given a glimpse of spiritual warfare in heavenly places.  Daniel has been praying for 
revelation.  He has fasted37 and prayed for three whole weeks.  He is eventually visited by a glorious Messenger 
who may or may not have been the angel Gabriel.  He explains that God heard his prayer the moment he began 
to pray (Daniel 10: 12) and the Messenger set out with the answer. 
 
There was however a battle going on in the heavenlies.  The Prince of Persia was battling to prevent the 
Messenger reaching Daniel.  Later, the Messenger foretells, the Prince of Greece will join in the battle (Daniel 
10: 20).  These Princes are usually understood to be principalities and powers ruling over these nations.  
Michael, who comes to the aid of the Messenger, is usually understood to be the Guardian Angel of Israel38 
(Daniel 12: 1).  
 
Prayer is not merely the bringing of our requests to God.  There is often a battle involved.  We do not always 
know what our prayers are achieving, but it would seem that Daniel’s prayers were not just imploring God for 
an answer to the questions that were troubling him.  They were also helping Gabriel and Michael in their battle 
against the ruling prince of Persia. 
 
 
6. Prophecies yet to be fulfilled 

Most of the prophecies in the Book of Daniel have already been fulfilled in the rise and fall of the four empires 
of Babylon, Media/Persia, Greece and Rome.   All except Rome are mentioned by name in the interpretations 
given in the book itself.  The links between Daniel and Revelation in respect of the Beast with Ten Horns help 
us to identify the fourth empire of Daniel’s vision as definitely that of Rome. 
 
Nevertheless there are prophecies still to be fulfilled – especially the coming of the Messiah on the clouds of 
glory to judge the nations.   
 
Daniel 11: 29 – 39 
Many aspects of the prophecies in these verses can be identified with the appalling persecution of Jews at the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes.  Others relate to the time of the Roman Empire.  But they could also be speaking 
of a violent persecution of God’s people which is yet to take place.  Throughout it all God’s people are 
encouraged:  

"Those who do wickedly against the covenant he (the king of the north) 
shall corrupt with flattery; but the people who know their God shall be 
strong, and carry out great exploits.              Daniel 11:32 
 

Many attempts over the centuries have been made to identify the king of the south and the king of the north who 
are described in chapter 11.  In every generation there is usually some obvious candidate.  The USSR was once 
the obvious “king of the north” (perhaps Russia still is!) and today the Arabs could be described as the king of 
the south.  Many more attempts have been made to work out dates and times from the figures given in Daniel, 
but these have so far always proved false, since the vast majority of dates so calculated have passed without the 
prophecies being fulfilled. 
 
Daniel ends: "Blessed is he who waits, and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.  But 
you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days"          
(Daniel 12: 13).  This seems to be excellent advice – we shall wait and be blessed in doing so. We shall, 
however, be ready and awake – so as not to be caught off guard:  “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not 
know when the time is. It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his 
servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.  Watch therefore, for you do not know 
when the master of the house is coming----in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the 
morning---- lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!”          
(Mark 13: 33 – 37). 

                                                           
37  In Daniel 1: 12 the four young men from Jerusalem stick to a vegetarian diet.  This, however, was only because kosher meat was 

not available to them in the training centre to which they had been assigned.  Once Daniel is given a position of responsibility in 
society, he is able to choose his own food.  Among the exiles there would have been no shortage of kosher butchers, so Daniel 
would now have no problems going back to a normal mixed diet.  Hence he states that during his fast he did not eat meat (Daniel 
10: 3). 

 
38  Marks and Spencer was a Jewish company and for many years their clothes were all labelled with the name of St. Michael! 
 


