
 

 

WHAT IS EVANGELISM?  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The work of the local church has often been described as threefold:- 
 
a. Edification - equipping the saints for ministry.  
b. Benevolence - meeting the needs of destitute brethren.  
c. Evangelism - spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to the lost.  
 
The organization and worship of the local church naturally focuses attention on:- 
Edification - the office of elders (pastors) speaks to the work of building up the saints. 
Benevolence - to practically show the love of God by meeting peoples needs. 
 
Unless frequent attention is given to Evangelism, it can become easy for churches to:- 
a) To focus solely on edification and benevolence and  
b) Neglect evangelistic efforts both as congregations and as individuals. 
c) Become inward looking and lose touch with our communities. 
d) Disobey Jesus’ command to GO and preach the gospel. 
To neglect evangelism is harmful to the spiritual life of the church and so we do not neglect this important 
duty, let's take this opportunity to address the question... 
 
 
1. WHAT IS EVANGELISM?  
 
             CONSIDER THREE GREEK WORDS...  
 
             1. The Greek word translated gospel is euaggelion -  1Cor 15:1  
             2. The Greek word translated preach is euaggelizo -  1Cor 15:1  
             3. The Greek word translated evangelist is euaggelistes -  Acts 21:8 
 
             NOTE THEIR CLOSE ASSOCIATION...  
             1. The word gospel (euaggelion) means "good news"  
             2. The word preach (euaggelizo) means "to bring good news"  
             3. The word evangelist (euaggelistes) means "one who declares good news"  
 
             In the New Testament, 1Cor15:1-4, to "evangelize" refers to bringing the  good news of Jesus Christ 
therefore Evangelism is sharing the gospel about              Jesus Christ.  
 
 
2. EVANGELISM IS SHARING THE GOSPEL  
 
             AS COMMANDED BY JESUS...  

Evangelism is sharing the gospel, just as Jesus commanded in the Great Commission, first given to 
His apostles. Mark 16: 15-16  

             He wants the good news proclaimed to every person in the world!  
 
 
             BY PREACHERS...  

 Evangelism is sharing the gospel, by preachers who were also known as evangelists. Like the 
apostles did on the day of Pentecost  Acts 2:36-38  

             Like the evangelist Philip did, both to groups and to individuals -  Acts       8:12,35  
 
             BY ALL CHRISTIANS… 
             Evangelism is sharing the gospel, by all Christians and not just evangelists.  

As mentioned following the persecution at Jerusalem - Acts 8:5 3. For our duty as the people of God 
is to proclaim His praises - 1Pe 2:9-10  so we should be ever prepared to give a reason for our hope 
in Christ - 1Pe 3:15  

 
             BY CHURCHES SENDING...   



 

 

             Evangelism is sharing the gospel, by churches sending forth preachers.  
             Preachers need to be sent that others may hear - Rom 10:11-15   
             Just as the church in Antioch of Syria sent Barnabas and Saul - Acts 13:1-3   
 
             BY CHURCHES HELPING...  
             Evangelism is sharing the gospel, by churches helping those who are preaching. 
             Paul received help time and again from churches like Philippi. Php 1:3-5; 4:15-16   
             They helped Paul preach elsewhere "without charge". 2 Cor 11:8   
 
             BY CHRISTIANS HELPING...  

Evangelism is sharing the gospel, by individual Christians helping those who preach as John praised 
his beloved Gaius for doing - 3Jn 5-8 3. In this way they become "fellow workers for the truth". 
Perhaps we see why the gospel spread so far and fast in the first century. Not just preachers, but all 
Christians both collectively (churches) and individually were involved in evangelism, either sending, 
helping, or going themselves! 

 
 
3. WHY EVANGELISM IS IMPORTANT  
 
             WHEN EVANGELISM CEASES...  
             Christians wither, and are cut off for not bearing fruit. - Jn 15:1-8  
             Churches are removed from their relationship with the Lord, and die. Re 2:1-5; 3:1-2 
 
             EVANGELISM IS IN THE SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH...  

 Just as the body without the spirit is dead - cf. Jn 2:24  So Christians (and churches) without  
evangelism are dead!  

 
 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
Evangelism is therefore essential. Not just for the saving of souls who need the gospel of Jesus Christ. But 
for the saving of souls who have the gospel of Jesus Christ!   
What is your role in evangelism? - To share the gospel of Jesus Christ!  
This may be by going to other countries to tell others, or helping and sending those who are willing to go or at 
home in our schools, workplaces and communities. Whether at home or abroad, let's make sure that both as 
individual Christians and as congregations that we never lose our heart for evangelism in all its forms...! 
 
CHALLENGE - Step out this week and tell someone you know that you are a Christian and go to church. 
Pray that God will give you boldness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PERSONAL WITNESSING   
 

In 99.9 % of all conversions there has been a Christian who has been witnessing for a period of time before 
that person is saved as opposed to someone hearing a preacher and responding without any other contact or 
conversations.  Personal witnessing, therefore, has a massive impact upon someone accepting Jesus to be 
their saviour. It can be done in various ways 
 
Who’s job is this? It is all our job to share about Jesus and can be done in various ways, on the streets with 
strangers,  and amongst our friends, neighbours and work colleagues. The best example we have is to look 
in the bible and see what Jesus did!          
 
HOW JESUS WITNESSED 
Read John 4: 7–26  
This passage gives us the Master’s example of how to share our faith. Notice that Jesus spoke to the woman 
at the well when she was alone. We will often find that people are more open and honest when they are 
alone. So, if possible, pick a person who is sitting by himself. From there, we can see four clear principles to 
follow: 
 
 
1. JESUS BEGAN IN THE NATURAL REALM (v. 7). 
 
This woman was unregenerate, and the Bible tells us “the natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of 
God” 1 Cor 2:14. Jesus therefore spoke of something the woman could relate to - water! After all, she was at 
a well! Most of us can strike up a conversation with a stranger in the natural realm. It may be a friendly “How 
are you doing?” or a warm “Good morning!” If the person responds with a sense of warmth, we may then ask, 
“Do you live around here?” and from there develop a conversation (this means listening as well as speaking!). 
 
 
2. JESUS SWUNG THE CONVERSATION TO THE SPIRITUAL REALM  
(v. 10). 
 
Jesus simply mentioned the things of God. This will take courage. We may say     something like, “Do you go 
to church on Sunday?” or “Did you hear or see    that religious article in the news recently etc.” If the person 
responds positively, the question “Do you have a Christian background?” will probe his background. He may 
answer, “I went to church when I was a child, but I drifted away from it.” Another simple way to swing to the 
spiritual is to offer the person a gospel tract and ask, “Did you get one of these?” When he takes   it, simply 
say, “It’s a gospel tract. Do you come from a Christian background?” 
 
 
3. JESUS BROUGHT CONVICTION USING THE LAW OF GOD (v. 16–18). 
Jesus gently spoke to her conscience by referring to the fact that she had fallen short of God’s standards (as 
we all have and do). He used the Law to bring “the knowledge of sin”. Rom 3:19 -20. We can do the 
same by posing questions such as:- 

“Do you consider yourself to be a good person? Do you think that you measure up to God’s 
standards” Most people think they have, so quickly follow with, “Have you ever told a lie?”.  
This is confrontational, but if it’s asked in a spirit of love and gentleness,   there won’t be any offence. 
Remember that the “work of the Law [is] written   in their hearts” and that the conscience will bear 
“witness”. Rom 2:15.  

 
Jesus confronted the rich young ruler in Luke 18:18–21 with five of the Ten Commandments and 
there was no offence. Have confidence that the   conscience will do its work and affirm the truth of 
each Commandment. Don’t be afraid to gently ask, “Have you ever stolen something, even if it’s 
small?”  “Have you ever broken the law - i.e speeding?“ Learn how to open up the spirituality of the 
Law and show how God considers lust to be the same as adultery Matt 5:27-28 and hatred the same 
as murder 1 Jn 3:15.The person should admit to guilt to show understanding and conscience.  
Ask the person, “If God judges you by the Ten Commandments on Judgment Day, do you think you 
will be innocent or guilty?” If he says he will be innocent, ask, “Why is that?” If he admits his guilt, 
ask, “Do you think you will go to heaven or hell?” 

 
             From there the conversation may go one of three ways: 



 

 

 
      1. He may confidently say, “I don’t believe in hell.” 
 

 Gently respond, “That doesn’t matter. You still have to face God on Judgment Day whether you 
believe in it or not. If  I step onto the motorway when a massive truck is heading for me and I say, 
‘I don’t believe in trucks,’ my lack of belief isn’t going to change reality.” 

 
      2. He may say that he’s guilty, but that he will go to heaven. 
 

 This is usually because he thinks that God is “good,” and that He will, therefore, overlook sin in 
his case. Point out that if a judge in a criminal case has a guilty murderer standing before him, 
the judge, if he is a good man, can’t just let him go. He must ensure that the guilty man is 
punished. If God is good, He must (by nature) punish murderers, rapists, thieves, liars, 
adulterers, fornicators, and those who have lived in rebellion to the inner light that God has given 
to every man. Then tenderly tell him he has already admitted to you that he has lied, stolen, and 
committed adultery in his heart, and that God gave him a conscience so that he would know right 
from wrong. His conscience and the conviction of the Holy Spirit will do the rest. That’s why it is 
essential to draw out an admission of guilt before you mention Judgment Day or the existence of 
hell. 

 
      3. He may admit that he is guilty and therefore going to hell.  
 

Ask him if that concerns him. Speak to him about how much he values his eyes and how much 
more therefore he should value the salvation of his soul. (For the biblical description of hell, see 
Revelation 1:18 )  

 
 
 
4. JESUS REVEALED HIMSELF (v. 26). 
 
Once the Law has humbled the person, he is ready for grace. Remember, the       Bible says that God resists 
the proud and gives grace to the humble. James 4:6. The gospel is for the humble Luke 4v18. Only the sick 
need a physician, and only those who will admit that they have the disease of sin will truly embrace the cure 
of the gospel. 
              
 
LEARN HOW TO PRESENT THE WORK OF THE CROSS … 
�  That God sent His Son to suffer and die in our place.  
�  Tell the sinner of the love of God in Christ;  
�  That Jesus rose from the dead and defeated death.  
�  Take him back to civil law and say, “It’s as simple as this, we broke God’s Law and Jesus paid our fine.” 
�  If you will repent and trust in the Saviour, God will forgive your sins and              dismiss your case.”  
�  Ask him if he understands what you have told him.  
�  If he is willing to confess and forsake his sins, and trust the Saviour with his       eternal salvation              
�  Have him pray and ask God to forgive him. Then pray for him.  
�  Get him a Bible. Instruct him to read it daily and obey what he reads. 
�  Encourage him to get into Church.  
 
CHALLENGE - Start a conversation this week about what went on at church and how God moved. Pray that 
God will open up opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOOR KNOCKING 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
1. WHY DO DOOR KNOCKING? 
Door to door evangelism is when Christians knock on doors and share their faith / experiences of God with 
the tenants of the household and is probably the most dreaded form of evangelism there is! It is important to 
understand that not everyone is comfortable with this form of evangelism and people should seek God to see 
if this is where their gifting lies. 
 
Often this form of evangelism is associated with Mormons or Jehovah’s    witnesses and mostly thought of as 
ineffective -  Why? Fear of doing it! 1 Jn 4:17-18 
 
JESUS DID IT - Read Luke 10:1 - 20 
Jesus sent out his disciples into the towns to tell the good news about Jesus.  We know door knocking 
worked in Jesus' day because his disciples came back all excited about their success. Luke 10:17-20 
 
 The church continued to experience success in door knocking, Acts 5:42. The church multiplied in number. 
Acts 6:7.  
 
 
2. WHY DID DOOR KNOCKING WORK SO WELL IN THE EARLY CHURCH? 
 
Those Christians who approached the lost in the early church had a message that moved the lost to want 
eternal life. Their approach was not an invitation to a church meeting or to take a course with a promise of 
“no pressure just looking”. They taught Christ and him crucified. 1 Cor 2:2.  
              
Jesus' example of Matt 14:14-21 had taught the disciples to be concerned for the physical & spiritual needs 
of the lost. 
 
 
 
3. PLANNING A DOOR TO DOOR CAMPAIGN 
 
             1. IDENTIFY / TRAIN TEAM… 

� Recognise people’s gift’s of evangelism within the church. 
� Go out in teams of two or three. Stay in touch with each other, and keep your eyes open. If it 

looks like there might be trouble, get together.  
� Keep the results before the congregation both by announcements and bulletin articles.  
� A report session after knocking doors will encourage those having a less successful 

morning.  
� Don't take with you anything which you really don't want to get stolen. If you have a gold 

watch and a wallet stuffed with notes, leave them at home! 
� Use a caring approach to the lost. 

 
                          People don't care how much you know until they know how much you care!  
              
 
             2. PRAY… 

� Firstly, pray - and ask for others to pray - for your protection. Not just safety from attacks 
(physical and spiritual), but also safety from accidents which would prevent or hinder your 

 

"When I was a child, I used to sneak up to a door, 
ring the door bell and run like the wind!" 
 
"I still do it today, only now I call is "Evangelism 
training !" 



 

 

work, and also for good health.  
� Pray over area identified for door to door work breaking down strongholds over people and 

the area   i.e. poverty, addiction. etc. 
� Pray the people whom you are visiting will have receptive hearts. 
� Have a team praying for the teams on the doors whist it is happening and keep them 

informed of what is going on. (maybe by text message as it happens). 
              
 
             3. TARGET AREA… 

� Target a limited number of houses and concentrate on them. 
 
 
             4. MATERIALS NEEDED… 

� Maps of the area where you are working with marked out houses which team will visit. 
� Pen and pad for taking names of people, Who lives where and any prayer points that need 

addressing. 
� Gospel tracts that you are familiar with so you know what you presenting. 
� Information about the fellowship. Who we are, where we meet etc.  

 
 
             5. GOSPEL MESSAGE 

� Know key verses that speak into certain situations. 
� Be ready to give account of your faith and testimony. 
� Be confident and learn the Gospel Presentation-the message of Christ's death, burial, and 

resurrection, then the plan of salvation, the church, and count the cost.  
              
 
 
Mark 16:15-18 
Jesus said to his followers, “Go everywhere in the world and tell the Good News to everyone. Anyone who 
believes and is baptised will be saved but anyone who doesn’t believe will be punished. And those who 
believe will be able to do these things as proof: they will use my name to force out demons. They will speak in 
new languages. They will pick up snakes and drink poison without being hurt. They will touch the sick and the 
sick will be healed”. 
 
 

BE BOLD 
 

CHALLENGE - Seek God’s face this week and ask God for boldness to use you in evangelism. 
 
 
 



 

 

SHARING YOUR TESTIMONY 
 
1. WHAT IS A TESTIMONY 
 
The word "testimony" simply means "a witness." A witness tells about what a person has personally seen and 
heard. Matt 10:16-20 
 
Your testimony, your story, is simply what you have heard and seen God do in your own life. 
 
This is the most powerful tool that you have at your disposal for sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Rev 12:9-11 
Too often, though, people only think about their salvation experience when sharing their story. Would you 
agree that since that miraculous event, God has done some wonderful things in your life. We must consider 
these things if we are going to be successful at reaching others with our own story. 
 
 
2. ORGANISE YOUR THOUGHTS 
 
             1. WRITE EVERYTHING DOWN 

This exercise helps us to remember the details about the things that God has done for us. Start with 
writing down everything that you can remember about how you came to know Jesus as your personal 
Saviour. 

 
(important note, your testimony is powerful enough without being embellished remember it is the truth 
that sets us free!)  

 
             a) Who was involved in the process? 
             b) What did God save you from? 
             c) What did it feel like to make that decision? 
             Take your time. Think through the process. You'll be surprised at the things you remember. 
 
 
             2.  MAJOR EVENTS IN YOUR LIFE  
             a) Make a list of major events in your life, then identify how God was involved. 
             b) What did you learn from these situations? 
             b) What principles from God's Word did you apply to help you through theseevents? 
             You will probably learn new things while you are going through this process! 
             Remember key scriptures and promises that God has upheld in your life 
 
             3. DAY TO DAY LIFE 
             a) Think about how God helps you in day to day life.  
 
3. HOW WILL DOING ALL THIS TURN IT INTO A WITNESSING TOOL? 
 
You will begin to recognize opportunities to minister to others. God will bring people across your path that 
need to hear your stories of your experience. You will have something in common. God's answers to your life 
issues will become a starting point for conversation, sometimes leading to a direct opportunity to lead them to 
the Lord.  
Writing down your testimony is not about memorizing a speech, but reminding yourself about how God has 
interacted with you through times of joy and times of trial. He has done it for you. He will do the same for 
others.  The opportunities for sharing your testimony can arise in all situations, from door knocking, street 
evangelism, one to one situations, church meeting etc. 
 



 

 

 
4. LEADING QUESTIONS TO PROMOTE CONVERSATION 
 
1. Do you believe in God?  
2. Do you believe in the Devil?  
3. Why do you believe or not believe in God or the Devil?  
4. What do you think life is all about?  
5. Are you satisfied or content with life?  
6. Do you ever read the Bible?  
7. Do you ever celebrate Christmas of Easter? What do these festivals mean to you? 
 8. What does Jesus Christ mean to you?  
9. Do you hope to go to heaven?  
10. Why do you think you will go to heaven?  
11. If you could know God personally would you want to?  
 
CHALLENGE - Share your testimony with someone you know this week, if necessary use one of the leading 
questions to promote conversation. 

 



 

 

PREACH THE GOSPEL 
 

If you mention the words evangelist or evangelism many people will think instantly of people like Billy 
Graham, who has reportedly preached to over 2.2 billion people during the course of his life or other 
preachers like Rienhard Bonnke who hold crusades across Africa with up to 1 million people in attendance 
per meeting.  Although numbers like this can be mind boggling and daunting it is important to know that 
although we are all called to do the works of evangelism we are not all called to be evangelists, as the Bible 
talks about in Eph 4:11-12  
 
 
1. EVANGELISTIC EVENTS 
 
This is where a preacher, (Eph 4 evangelist), will stand at the front and preach the good news of what Jesus 
did when He died on the cross and how He rose from the grave and how we can be saved. 
 
The anointing of God rests upon an evangelists, this enables them to preach the Gospel in a way that is not 
dull or boring but with passion and life, and evangelists will be able to preach in ways that will stir people. The 
Holy Sprit          whom empowers the preaching of evangelists convicts people of sin whilst the message is 
being preached and a spirit of repentance comes upon the congregation. We should expect miracles to 
follow as in Luke 9:6 it tells us that healings followed the preaching of the Gospel!  
 
The Gospel is good news and brings life, it should not be dull, however at the same time the Gospel is not 
entertainment and we must be careful of ‘not putting on a show’. 
 
Years ago, inquiry was made of a Methodist bishop regarding a preacher in his area. “Why,” said the bishop, 
“he is dull, he is supernaturally dull.” Then, he added, “No man could be as dull as he is without divine aid.”!!! 
 
Charles Spurgeon, Victorian preacher referred to one of his contemporaries as a preacher who would make a 
very good martyr. “He was so dry he would burn well“!, said Spurgeon. 
 
 
The events where this overtly evangelistic approach is taken would include, Open air meetings, Tent 
missions, Street preaching. Healing meetings, Outreach rallies, and so on… 
 
 
 
2. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 
 
             The Gospel is GOOD NEWS and should be a message of GOOD NEWS! 
 

The Good News is that Jesus loves us, died for us, forgives us, saves us and sets us free. All these 
elements need to be included whilst preaching an evangelistic message. 

             “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36 
 
             Read Luke 19:1-10 

We can see this in the story of Zacchaues when Jesus saw something of worth, even though the 
world despised him. Zacchaeus realised his sin, repented and was set free, having his life 
transformed.  

             “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” 
              
 
3. WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAVED FROM?  
 
             Briefly and simply put destruction eternal damnation …. HELL! 
 

The warnings of Christ are many! He does not relent in his crying out of the sober truth of judgement 
and hell. Will we stop our own ears to hear of these          things? Will we surround ourselves with 
books, teachers and churches that          will tickle our ears of good things when it is an hour of 
urgency? It is a crisis hour! In Matthew’s gospel is clearly warns us of being persistent sinners, 
religious legalists, and sleepy believers.  



 

 

 
 
"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, 
and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few 
find it.” Matt 7:13-14 

 
 

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to    me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' Then I will 
tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” Matt 7:21-23 

 
 

“The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his      kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” Matt 13:41-43  

 
 

 
             William Booth 

‘Not called!’ did you say? ‘Not heard the call,’ I think you should say. Put   your ear down to the Bible, 
and hear Him bid you go and pull sinners out of   the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, 
agonized heart of humanity, and listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, and 
hear the damned entreat you to go to their father’s house and bid their brothers and sisters and 
servants and masters not to come there. Then look Christ in the face - whose mercy you have 
professed to obey - and tell Him whether you will join heart and soul and body and circumstances in 
the march to publish His mercy to the world.” 

              
             William Booth 
             “Can we go too fast in saving souls? If anyone still wants a reply, let him ask the lost souls in Hell." 
              
             Oswald J. Smith 

“Oh, to realize that souls, precious, never dying souls, are perishing all around us, going out into the 
blackness of darkness and despair, eternally lost, and yet to feel no anguish, shed no tears, know no 
travail! How little we       know of the compassion of Jesus!" 
              
The Bible clearly states about hell. These evangelists understood the full gravity of this and it 
impacted their lives to preach the gospel to all men at any and every opportunity and to ‘snatch 
people from the jaws of hell’. 
 
4. WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 

 
             A ccept. Accept that you are a sinner and have broken God’s laws and commandments  Rom 3:23 
 

B elieve Believe that Jesus’ death on the cross paid the price for your sin, that you are forgiven, that 
through repentance the past has no hold over your life. That you are a new creation in Jesus Christ. 
Luke 23:39-43 

 
C onfess Confess Christ is your saviour and your life is lived through Him, without Him you only exist. 
John 6:35 
 

             D o         Do that what God is calling you to. Mark 16:15-18 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
Whether preaching, one to one, friendship, door to door evangelism, We are all called to do the work of an 
evangelist, it is our responsibility we as Christians need to demonstrate compassion of Christ, the love of 
Christ and obedience to Christ,   You still here?               GO!  


