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Notes and commentary on the prophet Elisha 

By Alan A. Reeve 

 
1. The anointing of Elisha 

 
1 Kings 19:19-21 
 
a) Twelve yoke of oxen (v.19) 

Elisha’s family must have been rich, owning a large amount of land, since they needed twelve pair 
of oxen to plough it all. Most families were fortunate enough to have one pair of oxen for the job. 
God does choose the rich as well as the poor, just as He chooses well educated people, alongside 
people who have little or no formal education. God is no respecter of persons (acts 10:34). 
 

b) The mantle of Elijah (v. 19) 
See 2 Kings 2:11-14. Elijah’s mantle represented his authority as a prophet of the LORD. 
 

c) “Please let me kiss my father and mother.” (v. 20) 
In Luke 9:61 Jesus forbids a would be disciple to go home to say farewell to his parents 
 

i. For Elijah there was no sense of urgency. The fundamental battle against the powers of 
Baal had been fought and won on Mount Carmel. Elijah had many years of ministry ahead 
of him. Elisha had time to prepare himself and eventually follow in Elijah’s footsteps. For 
Jesus it was different. His mission had a great sense of urgency; his entire ministry lasted 
only three years. The same is true for the Christian today; we minister with a sense of 
urgency because  we “know neither the day or hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” 
(Matthew 25:13). 

ii. Both Jesus and Elijah saw into the hearts of men. Jesus knew that the man in the Gospel 
had no intention of coming back. He just wanted everyone to think he was volunteering, 
but once he got back that would be the last Jesus saw of him! For Elisha saying “goodbye” 
to his parents was an opportunity to turn his back on his old life, to “burn his boats” and to 
commit himself totally to the service of the LORD. 

 
d) Elisha’s sacrifice (v. 21) 

Before his call to ministry, Elisha had been working in his father’s fields. He went back to those 
fields, sacrificed the oxen which he had been driving and used the wooden plough as firewood. 
There was no going back. 
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2. The mantle of Elisha 
 

2 Kings 2:11-14 
 

a) The gift of a mantle=the passing on of authority and power. 
c.f. Genesis 37:3 Joseph’s coat of many colours (or with long sleeves!) 
 1 Kings 11:30 The prophet Ahijah and Jeroboam. 
 
In 1 Kings 19:19 Elisha had already received (temporarily) the mantle of Elijah. Elijah obviously 
immediately took it back, since in 2 Kings 1:1-8 Elijah is recognised by his unusual clothes. That 
event was a prophetic act which spoke of that which was to come. This event is now the fulfilment 
of that prophetic action. 
 

b) He tore his own clothes (v. 12) 
i. In mourning 

Genesis 37:34 Jacob when he heard of the “death” of Joseph 
2 Samuel 11:1 David after the death of Saul and Jonathon 
 

ii. The start of a new life 
Mark 10:50  Blind Bartemeus 
Zechariah 3:3-4 Joshua the High Priest 
Colossians 3:9-10 The Christian and his/her old life 
 

c) “Where is the God of Elijah?” (v 14) 
Elisha began his ministry by repeating the first miracle performed by Elijah. After that he began his 
own ministry. It is good to imitate those who are more mature than us in the faith. 

1 Corinthians 4:16 
Philippians 3:17 
1 Thessalonians 1:6 

But it is also essential that we walk in our own personal relationship with God. Sometimes the 
servant overtakes the master – as was the case with Elisha. 
 
 

3. The sons of the prophets 
 

2 Kings 2:15-18 
 

a) Groups of prophets who worked together in fellowship with one another. Perhaps young 
apprentices , believing that they are called to prophetic ministry, but seeking to learn from others. 
Perhaps the original “Bible school of ministry”. The Bible mentions them on several occasions: 

1 Samuel 10:5-12 Saul meets a company of prophets 
1 Samuel 19:20-24 Samuel and a company of prophets 
1 Kings 18:13  Obadiah had 100 prophets in  groups of 50 
1 Kings 20:35  One of the sons of the prophets reprimands Ahab 

 
b) Elisha was never as far as we know, a member of such a group. Elijah, his mentor, was very much 

a “lone ranger”. God called Elisha, not from within a group of prophets, but while he was working 
his father’s fields. Later, however, he became the leader of one such group. Elisha was much more 
of a team player. 

 
2 Kings 4:1 The widow of one of the sons of the prophets 
2 Kings 4:38-41 The sons of the prophets and the poison in the soup 
2 Kings 5:22 Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, mentions the sons of the prophets 
2 Kings 6:1 The sons of the prophets are living in community 
2 Kings 9:1 One of the sons of the prophets is sent by Elisha to anoint Jehu 

 
c) The sons of the prophets exercised spiritual gifts 2 Kings 2:3&5. However, they still insisted on 

going to look for the body of Elijah (2 Kings 2:15-18). Even men of God, who are filled with the 
Spirit, exercising spiritual gifts, can allow themselves to be led by human nature. 
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4. Elisha and the water of Jericho 
 

2 Kings 2:19-22 
 
 

a) Elijah remained in Jericho, in the Jordan valley. The elders of the town approach him: 
i. Because they recognised his ministry and needed help ? 
ii. To test his ministry? 

When we move into a new area of ministry, there are always Christians (and others) who will try to 
test us, often without realising they are doing it. It is their unconscious way of checking us out. 
 

b) Elisha performs a prophetic act: 
i. The water may well have been a consequence of the curse on Jericho Joshua 6:26 

(fulfilled in 1 Kings 16:34) 
ii. Salt is a sign of the Covenant between God and His people 

Leviticus 2:13 
Numbers 18:19 
2 Chronicles 13:5 

iii. The new bowl represents purity. If we are to contain the life giving power of the Holy Spirit, 
we need to become new men and women, having been made new in Christ. 
1 Corinthians 6:11 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Jeremiah 18:2-6 
 

c) Elisha did not pray for the water to be made clean. He prophesied over it, “Thus says the Lord…” 
(v.21). 

 
 

 
5. Elisha and the gang of youths from Bethel 

 
2 Kings 2:23-25 

 
a) Bethel was the centre of an idolatrous sanctuary established by Jeroboam (1 kings 12:26-33). It 

was therefore part of the organised opposition to the pure worship of the LORD. 

b) The group of youths was not just a couple of young lads going about their mischievous but 
harmless way. They were a gang of forty-two young men, possibly an organised band of brigands. 

c) To insult a man of God, knowing that he is a man of God, is to insult God Himself. 

c.f. Matthew 10:40-41 

     Galatians 6:7 No one mocks God and gets away with it! 

 



 

*Moab lay to the east of the Dead Sea. The Moabites were descendants of Lot (Genesis 19:35-37). Ruth the great-grandmother of 
David was a Moabitess.                                                                                                                                                                             
** Both men whose full name was Jehoram are sometimes called Joram for short!                                                                                     4  

6. Elisha and the three kings 
 

2 Kings 3:1-19 
 

a) David had defeated Moab * (2 Samuel 8:2) and forced them to pay tribute. Solomon had allied 
himself in marriage with the King of Moab (1 Kings 11:1) but this was not to curry favour with Moab 
but to ensure their subservience to Israel. With the division of the kingdom, although Moab was 
nearer to Judah than to Israel, it was to the King of Israel that tribute was paid. As soon as Ahab 
died, Moab rebelled against Israel (2 Kings 1:1, 3:5), but it was Jehoram (Ahab’s second son) who 
decided to do something about it. 

b) 2 Kings 1:17 and 2 Kings 3:3 seem to contradict. What probably happened is that Ahaziah’s 
accident recorded in 2 Kings chapter 1 rendered him incapable of ruling, so his younger brother 
Jehoram acted as Regent. Ahaziah’s accident was in the 18

th
 year of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, 

but it was not until two years after Jehoshaphat’s death that Ahaziah died from the injuries incurred 
in the accident. The events of chapter 3 took place while Ahaziah was still alive and Jehoram was 
acting as Regent. To make matters even more confusing, it was the normal practice in Judah for a 
son to take over before his father died (just as Solomon was crowned King before David died), so it 
is not clear whether references to the reign of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat refer to the period 
during which he acted as Regent or to the time when he became king in his own right. Just to make 
it yet more confusing, after the death of Jehoshaphat, the King of Israel and the King of Judah were 
both called Jehoram**. Jehoram of Judah married Athaliah the sister of Jehoram of Israel. 

c) In order to bring Moab back into submission, Jehoram of Israel allied himself with Jehoshaphat of 
Judah. Jehoshaphat suggested that they march against Moab by way of Edom, which lay to the 
south of Moab and that they bring the King of Edom on board as he had a vested interest in 
keeping the Moabites from getting too strong. 

d) This involved taking two (and then three) armies round the south of the Dead Sea by the desert 
route, which created its own problems. There was insufficient water for the three armies and their 
horses and the whole campaign risked collapsing even before a single blow had been struck 
against Moab. 

e) Kings in those days took it for granted that the best people to give advice on affairs of state were 
those in touch with God (or in most cases with the gods). Jehoshaphat was a godly king who 
sought the LORD. It was at his instigation that Elisha was sent for. Elisha recognises the Godliness 
of Jehoshaphat, but challenges Jehoram of Israel to call the prophets of Ahab and Jezebel since 
he was still worshipping the golden calves of Bethel and Dan (2 Kings 3:2-3). 

f) Elisha calls for a musician (v. 15) and as he prays the power of the Spirit comes upon him and he 
begins to prophesy. In 1 Samuel 10:5, Saul met a band of prophets who were playing instruments 
and prophesying. David played the harp to calm King Saul (1 Samuel 16:16), driving away evil 
spirits and permitting the Holy Spirit to calm him down. It is reasonable to suppose that the Psalms 
of David were composed while David was singing in the power of the Holy Spirit and that the 
inspired words came to him as he played. I am not aware of any other references in Scripture to 
music inspiring prophetic utterances. It is good however to recognise that it can and does happen, 
without making a doctrine out of it! 

g) The prophetic word demands action to be taken – extremely hard work. They were commanded to 
dig ditches in the dried up river bed, probably the Wadi Hesa. God would then cause rain to fall on 
the distant Moabite hills, resulting in a flash flood. The ditches would then retain the water that 
came flooding down. 

h) 2 Kings 3:18 “And this is a simple matter in the eyes of the LORD; He will also deliver the Moabites 
into your hand”. The three kings are reminded that controlling the weather is a simple matter for 
God. How much more then can He give victory in battle if He chooses to do so. 

i) Verse 19 is not a command but a prophetic statement of fact. The cutting down of fruit trees is 
banned in Deuteronomy 20:19. Elisha recognises that although Jehoshaphat may be a Godly king. 
Neither Jehoram nor the King of Edom would be likely to conduct warfare in a manner compatible 
with the Word of God. 

j) In every battle against the enemy God has a strategy. Christians sometimes take one example 
from Scripture (especially the battle of Jericho) and try to apply it to every situation. The message 
of this story is that we must listen to God in each and every situation  - because God’s strategy for 
victory is not always the same.
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7. Elisha and the jar of oil 
 

2 Kings 4:1-7 
 

a) A widow of one of the sons of the prophets is struggling to make ends meet. This is another 
indication of the community life of which Elisha was a part. These “sons of the prophets”  were 
obviously married with children. While they probably did not all live together in one huge commune, 
they clearly kept in touch with each another and assumed that they would help one another. The 
widow took it for granted that Elisha, as the leader of the group had some measure of responsibility 
for her well being. 

b) Elisha multiplies the contents of the oil jar. God fills every jar that she brought – He does the same 
with us! What we bring to God He fills – but He can only fill that which is empty. 

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are those in hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled 

Luke 1:53 He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 

 

8. Elisha and the Shunamite woman 
 

2 Kings 4:8-17 
 

a) The Shunamite woman provided Elisha with hospitality in an upper room. (Shunem lay to the north 
of Jezreel and a few miles south of Nazareth). She persuaded her husband to have an upper room 
built specially for the prophet. The Bible strongly urges us to be “given to hospitality” (Romans 12:3, 
1 Peter 4:9). Hospitality was a condition of leadership in the New Testament church (1 Timothy 3:2, 
Titus 1:8). 

b) Elisha wanting to reward the woman for her gift of hospitality, offers to speak to the king or 
commander of the army on her behalf. This is one of the clearest indications of the changes that 
had begun to take place between the days of Elijah and those of Elisha. Elijah was regarded by 
King Ahab as an enemy (1 Kings 21:20). Elisha’s ministry was clearly recognised and respected by 
Jehoram, Ahab’s son, even though Elisha himself had been fairly rude about the king’s total lack of 
Godliness (2 Kings 3:11-14). 

c) Elisha prayed for her  - and she gave birth to a son. Elisha did not spend hours in prayer and 
fasting to find out what the woman needed. He simply asked his servant, who would probably have 
been talking with the woman’s servants. There is no need to hammer on the gates of heaven for an 
answer, when a simple question to a human being will elicit the answer. 

 
9. The death and resurrection of the son 

 
2 Kings 4:18-37 

 
a) We are not told how many years have passed between verse 17 and verse 18. The child is old 

enough to go out into the fields at harvest time, but not too big for the woman to carry, all by herself 
into the prophet’s room. 

b) Various suggestions have been made as to what caused the child to die so suddenly. Sun stroke is 
one possibility; meningitis also fits the symptoms. The main point of the story however is that the 
child died. The woman had not spoken to the prophet about her desire for a child. God gave her a 
child and suddenly God appears to have taken the child away. The woman in naturally confused (v 
28). 

c) In spite of her confusion, the woman never loses confidence in the man of God. When her husband 
asks where she is going and why, she simply says, “It is well.” (v 23). It is possible to be totally 
confused about what God is doing, and still maintain total confidence in Him and His ability to bring 
good out of evil. 

d) Elisha recognises that the woman is in deep distress, but God has not revealed to him the cause of 
the distress. Even great prophets do not see everything! 
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e) Elisha commands his servant to run on ahead, speak to no one on the way, not even to reply to 
someone who greets him (v 29). There is an urgency; time is pressing. Stopping to greet someone 
did not merely mean saying “hello” or “Good morning”. It involved a lengthy conversation about the 
state of health of the one being greeted, and that of his wife and children and could take 
considerable time. Jesus gave the same command to his apostles (Luke 10:4). There is an urgency 
about the Gospel which precludes spending time on trivia. 

f) The prophets first attempt at healing (asking Gehazi to lay the prophet’s stick on the child’s face) 
does not work (v 31). Even a man moving in a double portion of the Spirit of Elijah does not get it 
right every time. His solution is to get down on his knees and pray (v 33). If we do not have 
immediate answers to the problems we face our solution is the same – prayer. 

g) Elisha’s method of ministering healing is unique in Scripture. He presumably did what God had told 
him to do. Again (as in the story of the three kings) we must listen to what God says in every 
situation and apply God’s strategy into that situation. 

 

10. Elisha and the pot of stew 
 

2 Kings 4:38-41 
 

a) Once again we see Elisha as part of a group of prophets, of which he was clearly the leader. The 
fact the prophets were sitting before him, suggests that he was teaching them. 

b) The famine mentioned in verse 38 may well be the same famine mentioned in 2 Kings 8:1 

c) God does two things: 

i. He provides for those who have committed their lives to serving Him. Where God guides, 
He also provides. The Shunamite woman is advised to move away to where she might 
more easily find food, but the prophet and his disciples stay behind. In spite of the famine 
there is a ministry to undertake. Therefore God provides for them in the middle of the 
famine. 

ii. When one of the men inadvertently puts some poisonous gourds into the pot of stew, God 
provides a way of escape, without throwing the whole pot of stew away. Again God 
provides a specific solution to a specific problem. There was nothing magic in the flour nor 
any natural reason why flour should counteract the poison gourds. 

 
 

11. Elisha feeds 100 men 
 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
 

a) The man of god receives the first fruits offered by a Godly farmer. Even though there is a famine in 
the land, this farmer gives what he is able. God blesses the cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7) and 
gives to us in return according to the measure that we have given to Him. (Luke 6:38). 

b) Most Christians give to God whatever is left over after they have paid all their bills and spent what 
they need on themselves. One day they will have to explain to God why they felt their own personal 
needs were more important than the work of the Kingdom of God. The command of scripture is to 
do what this man did, bring to God the first fruits not the left overs. 

c) The offering was relatively small considering the size of the group which had to be fed. The text 
says “one hundred men” it could well include wives and children of the group of prophets. The 
Hebrew word iysh is frequently used to simply mean people. In the Gospels when Jesus fed the 
multitude, it is made clear that the crowd was made up of 5,000 men plus women and children 
(Matthew 14:21). It is however possible that when Elisha says, “give it to the people” he means the 
women and children along with the men. When Gehazi refers to 100 men, he means 100 prophets 
plus their dependants. Elisha could have kept it all for himself, but instead he gave it to the people 
for whom he was responsible. Everyone had enough and there was enough to spare for Elisha 
himself. When we give generously God ensures that we have enough and to spare. 
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*  Syria was a small country immediately to the north of Israel, with its capital at Damascus. It was, in Biblical times, more or less 
the same Syria which exists today. Assyria was a mighty empire, which conquered large parts of the Middle East including Syria. 
Its capital was Ninevah on the river Tigris. Modern Iraq is made up of much of what was the central part of the Assyrian Empire. 
** See Leviticus chapters 13-14  

 

12. Elisha and Naaman’s leprosy 
 

2 Kings 5:1-19 

a) There was a constant battle going on between Israel and Syria * her northern neighbour. It was 
normal to take prisoners who were then made slaves of the conquerors. This is what happened to 
the unnamed girl in this story. The girl probably fared better as a slave in a wealthy Syrian home, 
than she would have done back home in Israel. 

b) In the modern world we use “leprosy” to describe a specific disease caused by Hansen’s bacillus, 
which is widespread in Africa and India. The Bible uses the word to describe this same disease 
which was also widespread in the ancient world, as well as a whole variety of similar diseases, 
including mould on fabrics and on the walls of houses ** (the latter almost certainly being dry rot). 
There is no way of knowing the exact nature of Naaman’s disease, which clearly did not prevent 
him from carrying out his highly responsible job, but which none the less caused him great 
suffering. 

c) The girl demonstrates a simple form of evangelism. She knows what her God can do. Even in 
Syria, surrounded by pagan religion, she does not lose her confidence in God, nor her willingness 
to speak of her God when the opportunity arose. Because this girl recognised Naaman’s need, 
knew that the man of God in Israel had the answer and because she was willing to speak up, 
Naaman came to faith (v17). 

d) The King of Syria completely misunderstands the situation and assumes that the King of Israel has 
the same power as the man of God in Israel! The King of Israel (presumably Jehoram) assumes 
the King of Syria is just looking for another excuse to attack him. 

e) We are not told how Elisha got to know about the letter, but he tells the king to stop panicking and 
send Naaman to him, so that Naaman might know that there is a genuine prophet in Israel. There 
were no doubt prophets of a kind in Syria, but prophets of Gods who were no more than bits of 
wood or stone and who had no power to do anything except frighten the ignorant and superstitious. 

f) Elisha is not overawed by this mighty warrior in his chariot and entourage that turns up on his 
doorstep. He simply send a message to Naaman to go and wash seven times in the Jordan. It is 
good to give honour where honour is due (Romans 13:7) but it is not necessary to be overawed by 
the people to whom we do show courteous respect. 

g) Naaman however is incensed because he was used to people bowing and scraping in his 
presence. He was also used to the magicians and charlatans in Syria who no doubt performed all 
sorts of arcane rights for the sick. The river Jordan for much of the year is not terribly impressive. 
Those who have seen it have nearly always been amazed at how unimpressive it is outside the 
season when it floods. Naaman was obviously singularly unimpressed! 

h) Fortunately one of his servants sees sense. Someone who would have been willing to submit to all 
sorts of religious rites and ceremonies, ought surely to be willing to go and bathe seven times in the 
Jordan. The worst possible scenario is that he would get wet! Naaman listens to his servant and is 
completely healed of his leprosy. 

i) Elisha does come out and speak to Naaman, but only to refuse any present. God’s healing comes 
free of charge! Those preachers who try to make money out of their healing ministry are totally out 
of line with God. Giving to the work of God does not release healing. God heals like he saves – by 
grace through faith. 



 

* five shekels of silver (verse 25) represented more than a month’s wages for a typical labourer.                                                              8 
** Flavius Josephus (AD 37-100) was a Jewish historian who wrote a very long and detailed history of the Jewish people. References to 
cannibalism in Josephus are found in his work entitled “The wars of the Jews” books 5 and 6. 
*** See for example the story of Solomon and the two prostitutes in 1 Kings 3:16-28 

 

 

13. Gehazi’s greed 
 

2 Kings 5:20-27 

a) Unfortunately Gehazi is a man of a different spirit. No doubt Elisha was like most men of God, 
forced to live a fairly simple life. Pastors whose only source of income is what they earn from their 
ministry are almost always poor. The temptation to pressurise people into giving more is always 
strong and many give in to it. Gehazi saw a way of making life a little easier for himself. If Elisha 
was not willing to benefit from the man’s generosity, there seemed no reason why Gehazi should 
not help himself. 

b) In Gehazi’s invented story, we catch another glimpse of the life of Elisha. Presumably it would have 
been perfectly normal for two prophets to arrive on his door step unannounced. Jewish hospitality 
demanded that Elisha take them in and look after them. 

c) Elisha does not see Gehazi chasing after Naaman, but the LORD reveals it to him. The judgement 
on Gehazi is to be cursed with leprosy – and not just him but his descendants after him. It maybe 
that this story ahs played its part in encouraging the myth that leprosy is caught by direct contact 
with a leper. It is a myth that has persisted for centuries. It remains, however no more than a myth 
and has not a shred of truth in it! Gehazi did not catch leprosy by wearing Naaman’s clothes. He 
caught it by a direct judgement of God on his greed. 

 

14. Elisha and the floating axe head 
 

2 Kings 6:1-7 

d) This story gives us yet another insight into the prophetic community which Elisha led. In chapter 4 
the community consisted of at least 100 people. It has now grown so big that they have had to 
move to a larger site, where each man(family?) is to build his own house. It is not a monastery but 
a group of houses cluttered together. 

e) The prophets did not take it for granted that Elisha would move with them. Although they saw him 
as their leader, it is obvious that each member of the community (including Elisha) was a free 
individual to come and go as he wished. 

f) The miracle of the floating axe head is another demonstration of God’s provision for the genuine 
needs  of His servants. Gehazi lied and plotted in order to enrich himself. He gained nothing but 
God’s curse. This prophet cried out to the man of God and God met his genuine need. 

 

15. Elisha and the Syrian army 
 

2 Kings 6:1-17 

a) This is part of the ongoing battle between Syria and Israel and once again it is Israel that is being 
attacked. The Syrian army is lying in wait to attack the Israelites. 

b) Elisha used a ‘word of knowledge’ to warn the king. This again demonstrates the close relationship 
between prophet and king, even though Elisha is still not over impressed with the king’s spirituality! 

c) The king of Syria assumes that he has a spy in the camp, but once he learns that the problem is 
with Elisha, he decides to capture the prophet. This obviously would not prevent Elisha receiving 
words of knowledge, but it would certainly prevent him passing the information on to Jehoram. 

d) Elisha’s servant who is probably no longer Gehazi, sees the Syrian army surrounding the city of 
Dothan, where Elisha is lodging. This is also an indication that the prophet did not remain 
constantly in one spot. Although he moved with the community of prophets to their new site (2 
Kings 6:1-7), he did not remain there permanently. Since the king lived in Samaria, it is likely that 
the prophet also spent time there. 
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e) When the servant’s eyes are opened he sees the army of the LORD surrounding the army of Syria. 
He saw that which we should never forget, “Those who are with us are more in number than those 
who are against us.” As Christians we are involved in spiritual warfare against the forces of the 
enemy (Ephesians 6:12) and we have an enemy who is constantly on the prowl seeking to destroy 
us and undermine the work of the Kingdom (1 Peter 5:8). However the Bible  also assures us that, 
“He that is in us is greater than he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4). 

f) The horses and chariots of fire so not often allow themselves to be seen by human eyes. Both 
Elijah and Elisha saw them at the moment when Elijah was transported to heaven. At the coming of 
Christ in judgement on the world they will once more appear according to Isaiah 66:15. There are 
no other references to them in scripture, though Zechariah 6:1 refers to the LORD’s chariots, and 
horsemen abound in Revelation – some led by the Angel of the Bottomless Pit (Revelation 9:11) 
others by the Lord himself (Revelation 19:14). 

g) Even when we do not see angels – never forget we are surrounded by them and they are more 
numerous than all the forces of evil arranged against us. 

 

16. Elisha and his enemies 
 

2 Kings 6:18-23 

a) In response to the prophet’s prayer, God strikes the Syrians with blindness. This was the same 
kind of blindness that afflicted the two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:16). They were 
totally unaware of their blindness and followed Elisha without fear, right into the arms of the king of 
Israel and his army. 

b) Elisha’s response to Jehoram’s suggestion that he kill them, shows his profound understanding of 
the ways of God. It was not for another 800 years that Jesus came into the world and commanded 
us to love our enemies, bless those who persecute us and do good to those who harm us (Matthew 
5:44). Elisha discovered this great truth by direct inspiration from the Spirit. 

c) The consequences of Jehoram following Elisha’s advice, was peace between the two nations for 
many years to come. 

 

17. Elisha and the siege of Samaria 
 

2 Kings 6:24-7:20 

I. The city under siege 2 Kings 6:24-30 
 

a) The date of the events in the next section is not clear. The text of verse 24 simply says ‘afterwards’, 
but gives no indication of how long afterwards. The clear implication of verse 23 is that it took place 
many years later, but is reported here simply to continue the theme of God’s protection of His 
people against their enemies. 

b) Whenever it took place, the peace of 2 Kings 6:23 is over and Syria is once more on the attack. 
The city is besieged and there is soon ‘nothing left to eat’ 

c) Cannibalism in a time of siege was not unknown – Deuteronomy 28:55-57; Ezekiel 5:10.   
Josephus ** records it as happening during the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman general Titus. 

d) The king had taken over the role of the Judges in acting as an arbitrator in major issues of conflict 
between his subjects***. The king had already declared his total inability to do anything about the 
plight of the city (verse 27). Realising how bad things had got he tore his clothes in total despair. 
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II. The king and Elisha 2 Kings 6:31-7:2 
 

a) The king’s initial reaction was to blame the man of God. In this sense he is still the son of his father. 
This is exactly what Ahab did when confronting Elijah over the drought which had struck Israel in 
his day (1 Kings 18:17 ‘Is it you troubler of Israel?’) 

b) Elisha again receives a word of knowledge warning of the king’s threats. 

c) Elisha sends a message to the king to assure him that within 24 hours the siege would be lifted and 
food would be plentiful. The unbelieving officer who was no doubt the king’s body guard, is told that 
though he will see it happen he will not enjoy any of it. 

 

III. The siege lifted 2 Kings 7:3-20 
 

a) Lepers were normally barred from the rest of society, because it was believed that the disease 
would be caught by close contact. 

b) The response of the lepers (once they had fed and taken booty for themselves!) was good, “then 
they said to one another, ‘We are not doing this right. This day is a day of good news and we 
remain silent. If we wait until morning light, some punishment will come upon us. Now therefore let 
us go and tell the king’s household’.” (2 Kings 7:9). As Christians we too are starving beggars who 
have found a source of food. It is only right and proper we should share that good news with the 
rest of the world. 

c) Elisha’s prophecy about the captain of the guard came true. Unbelief in the face of a Word from 
God is dangerous. This does not however mean that we should not test any prophecies that are 
received in the church. Some well meaning Christians promise all kinds of things and then accuse 
the rest of the church of unbelief if they dare to question it! Sometimes we are afraid to test 
prophecy for fear of being guilty of unbelief. 

 

18. Elisha and the King of Syria 
 

2 Kings 8:7-15 

a) We are not told why Elisha decided to go to Damascus the capital of the kingdom of Syria. On 
mount Horeb God had commanded Elijah to go and anoint Hazael as King of Syria (1 Kings 19:15) 
though there is no account of Elijah ever fulfilling this commission. This does not, of course mean 
that he did not do as he was commanded, since there are several chapters in 1 Kings, which 
record events during the time of Elijah, but which make no mention of the prophet. He could well 
have gone and spent time in Syria. 

b) If Elijah did not anoint Hazael then it is possible that Elisha had come to fulfil this task, just as he 
later sent one of his followers to anoint Jehu, which was the second thing that Elijah was 
commanded to do (1 Kings 19:16). 

c) Ben Hadad III King of Syria (796-770 BC) had fallen ill. Having heard that Elisha was in the country 
he sent Hazael with a message to him. Elisha by this time, must have had a powerful reputation in 
Syria, so it is not surprising the king sends 40 camels loaded with gifts for the prophet. 

d) Elisha answers the king’s question accurately – he will not die of the disease which is afflicting him. 
Sadly, however he is about to die at the hands of an assassin. God also reveals to Elisha the evil 
which Hazael, on becoming king in place of Ben Hadad, is about to accomplish in attacking Israel. 
Hazael denies having any such intention. When God spoke to Elijah, He declared that Hazael and 
Jehu between them would bring His judgement on the house of Ahab (1 Kings 19:17). This was 
bound to have repercussions for the whole of the nation and not just for the royal family. 
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19. Elisha and the King of Syria 
 

2 Kings 9:1-9 

a) God had commanded Elijah to anoint Jehu King of Israel (1 Kings 19:16). As with the anointing of 
Hazael, there is no Biblical evidence that he ever obeyed that command, but he must have passed 
the information on to Elisha, who many years later does what God has said must be done. 

b) Intersetingly, Elisha does not perform the act himself, but sends one of the sons of the prophets, 
with clear instructions as to what he must do and what he must say. 

c) The young prophet was either given a longer message by Elisha than is recorded in verse 3, or 
else he receives a prophetic word directly from God. Everything he says is simply confirmation of 
what God has already said about the house of Ahab and about his pagan wife Jezebel (1 Kings 
21:19-24). 

 

20. Elisha goes into retirement 
 

2 Kings 10:36 Jehu reigned for 28 years but there is no mention of Elisha at any time during this 
period. 

 
2 Kings 13:1 Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu reigned for 17 years, but again there is no mention of 

Elisha. 
 
It is hard to imagine that throughout this period of 45 years God had nothing to say to His people, but 
clearly there was nothing said that was seen as worthy of recording in scripture. 

 

21. Elisha’s final acts 
 

2 Kings 13:14-19 Elisha knows that he will die soon, so King Joash, the son of Jehoahaz (and 
therefore the grandson of Jehu) comes to visit him. The prophet prophesies the 
victory of Israel over the Syrians. 

 
The king is told that he is to strike the Syrians. Elisha then uses the same Hebrew 
word nakah, when commanding him to strike the ground with the arrows. Perhaps 
the king lacked discernment, but he certainly failed to see the significance of his 
striking the ground with the arrows and his striking the Syrians with the entire army. 
When prophetic words are spoken to us, we have a great responsibility: 
 

• To listen attentively to what is being said 

• To rightly interpret the words spoken to us 

• To act upon what is said 
 

2 Kings 13:20 In spite of the expectations of the king, Elisha’s death is a quiet and simple affair. No 
horses or chariots of fire, no whirlwind to carry him up to heaven! God seldom 
repeats Himself. He is the God who is always “doing a new thing”. 

 
 
2 Kings 13:20-21 The process of death for Elisha may have been unremarkable, but even in the grave 

the power of God was still at work! There was more divine power in the bones of 
Elisha than there is in the entire lives of many Christians. 


