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Being a Christian is not just a one off event on the 
day you repent and decide to follow Jesus. In the 
Bible we are told to abide, remain or live in Him 
and have Him live in us (John 15) and to go on 
being filled with His Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5).  This 
is what we mean when we talk about being 

‘disciples’. Jesus promises that through the Holy Spirit, He will always be 
with you to help, guide and show you the way. The Spirit will give you the 
grace, mercy and power to live the life He desires for you. 

2 Corinthians 5 says that you are Christ’s ambassador, meaning you are 
representing him here on earth. So, you need to reflect this through the way 
you live your daily life, wherever you happen to be. Practical examples may 
be refusing to join in illegal or harmful activities, thinking about your attitude 
towards people you don’t like or committing to only having a sexual 
relationship, within marriage. The saying, ‘What would Jesus do?’ is 
actually a very sensible question to ask. 

Church Colossians 1 says that Jesus is the Head of the Church, which is 
His body. 1 Corinthians 12 tells us we are all part of this body, with a part to 
play in it. From this we understand that the Church is not a building, it is 
God’s people and as such it is vital that we meet together on a regular 
basis. In fact, Hebrews 10:25 tells us we should, “not give up meeting 
together.” 

We therefore encourage everyone to take part in the activities that we 
believe God is calling us to undertake as a Fellowship. This means joining 
together on Sunday mornings, attending Bible Study, helping with events 
and generally meeting with our fellow believers on a regular basis. 

We also believe that ‘Church’ is not limited to those who are members of 
Branches; the Bible tends to talk about, “The church that meets in….” 
meaning that all Christians are the church and Branches is the local 
expression of that worldwide church. We recognise this practically by 
encouraging fellowship with other Christian churches in our area, through 
joint services and prayer meetings. We also work on projects, such as 
feeding the homeless and fun days, together.  

We support overseas Churches and Christian organisation both practically 
and prayerfully. 

Christian Life  

As you’re new to the church you may have been wondering what we 
believe. We’ve created this booklet to explain the main points that the 
Branches Christian Fellowship sees as important. This may seem a little 
official, but we think it’s important for you to know that we are open and 
clear about our faith and beliefs. As one of the writers in the bible said,  

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes.” Paul, Romans 1:16. 

At Branches we are committed to being the kind of Church described in the 
Bible, where the teaching, worship and prayer is focused on God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit and fellowship involves love, friendship and care for one 
another and the community we serve. 

The booklet is split into the sections shown below. We hope you find it 
useful and informative. If you have any questions then please have a chat 
with one of the Elders. 
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Water Baptism. At Branches we perform 
believers’ baptism rather than child baptism, 
because we believe that this is what the Bible 
teaches, and how it was done in the early days of 
the church.   

In Acts 2:38 Peter told people to, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Mark 16:16 tells us,” Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

This is the reason we baptise people, not as babies, but when they are able 
to understand and communicate that they have “repented” and “believed”. 

As an aside, we do encourage our people to dedicate their babies to God. 
This is a simple service, where we come together to ask God to help the 
parents to bring up their child in the right way and as a Fellowship family 
commit to helping and supporting the parents in that role. 

Jesus Himself was baptised at the beginning of His ministry (Matthew 3:13-
17) and He tells the Church to baptise all those who believe. So at 
Branches we do exactly that.  

In Romans 6:3-4 Paul explains the significance of baptism.  As you go 
down into the water, it is as if you are being buried with Christ and saying 
farewell to your old way of life.  Then as you rise from the water, it is as if 
you are rising again to a new life in Jesus. This is an outward demonstration 
of your faith in Jesus and a declaration that you will put your trust in Him.  

Everyone who has experienced this form of baptism testifies to what a 
tremendous experience it was.  If you have not already been baptised as a 
believer, then have a chat with one of the Elders. 

 

 

  

Baptism in 
water and the 

Holy Spirit 

We believe and teach that the Bible is the inspired 
and infallible (true) Word of God and is just as 
relevant today as when it was first written.  

The Bible is at the heart of everything we do at Branches Christian 
Fellowship and we encourage every member to get to know the Bible and 
read it daily, as part of building an ongoing relationship with Father God, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

We hold weekly Bible studies, open to everyone where we discuss topics 
and sections of the Bible. These are informal, usually in people’s homes 
and designed so that you can ask as many questions as you need to, as 
you get to grips with understanding what God is saying through His word. 
Have a chat with one of the Elders about joining one of the groups. 

The Bible is an amazing book that provides us with answers about all of 
life’s questions, for example; 

i. Who God is and how we can restore our broken relationship with Him. 
ii. Who Jesus is, what He has done and how by putting your trust in Him 

you can have a relationship with someone who is totally trustworthy, 
will never hurt you and loves you unconditionally. 

iii. Who the Holy Spirit is and His role is our lives. 
iv. How we should live our lives and the decisions that we take. 
v. It talks about the Church. How it should operate, its purpose and the 

part you should play in it.  

There are clear steps detailed in the Bible that take place as part of 
becoming, and living as a Christian 

1.  Knowing God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
2.  Belief, repentance, faith and forgiveness 
3.  Baptism in water and the Holy Spirit 
4.  Living out the Christian life 

 

 



In John 14:16-17 Jesus promises to send to His disciples “Another 
Counsellor” (or Helper, or Comforter, depending on the Bible version). He 
then explains that this “other Counsellor” is the Holy Spirit.   

The Holy Spirit counsellor, was first sent to the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost (the story is in Acts 2), He is the part of God that lives in us. 

3) The Holy Spirit is powerful 

Jesus said to His disciples: “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you” Acts 1:8.   

The Holy Spirit’s power enables you to live your life according to what the 
Bible says and to play an active role in the Church. 

When you are baptised in the Holy Spirit, you can receive the Fruits of the 
Spirit. These are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. The Holy Spirit changes your life 
for the better. 

The Holy Spirit also gives gifts; some of these are found in 1 Corinthians 
12:7-10 and include things such as healing, miracles, speaking in tongues 
and prophecy. 1 Corinthians 14 tells us that these gifts are to bless and 
build up the church and to demonstrate God’s power so that people who 
don’t know Him, can recognise that He is real and amazing. 

4) The Holy Spirit teaches and guides 

Another name for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. This simply means 
that He will teach you the truth about Jesus and God. He will help you 
understand the Bible and pray. He will guide your daily life concerning what 
is right and wrong. Even as Christians we can struggle with the situations 
and circumstances we find ourselves in. If you allow Him, the Holy Spirit will 
help you see the situation as Jesus would and give you the power and 
strength to do the right thing. 

  

The only way to be a Christian is to have an 
ongoing relationship with Jesus. To do this there 
needs to be a transformation of your heart and 
mind such that, instead of following your own ways 
you follow Jesus’ ways. This is what Jesus meant 
when he told Nicodemus, “You must be born 

again.” John 3:3. He went on to say, “God so loved the world that He sent 
Jesus, so that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” John 3:16 

The most important things to know about Jesus are: 

1)  He is God 
2)  He died for your sins 
3)  He rose again from the dead 
4)  He will return again 

1) Jesus is God  

One day Jesus took His disciples to one side and asked them what people 
were saying about Him.  “Who do people think I am?” He asked.  The 
disciples gave many different answers. Jesus then challenged them, “Who 
do you think I am?”  It was Simon Peter who answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God”.  Matthew 16:13-16. 

Many religions have no trouble in accepting Jesus is the Son of God or a 
prophet. However, as Christians we believe that Jesus was not just ‘God’s 
representative Son’ but God Himself. Many Bible verses refer to God and 
Jesus in the same way, as the same person and lead us to this truth. This is 
important because it shows us that Father God did not create another being 
to come to earth and suffer the pain and humiliation of bearing our sins by 
death on a cross, He was willing to do it Himself! 

Jesus was conceived by a virgin, called Mary through the Holy Spirit; He 
had no human father.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God……….. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:1-14 
 

Who is Jesus? 


